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February  12  th,  1901. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  KING’S 
NORTON  AND  NORTHFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Third  Annual  Report  to  you  as 
an  Urban  Council,  and  my  Twenty-eighth  as  Medical  Officer  of  Heath. 

I  purpose  starting  my  Report  with  giving  you  the  vital  statistics 
for  the  year,  and  afterwards  building  it  up,  based  upon  the  deductions 
arising  therefrom. 

From  the  returns  furnished  weekly  by  your  Registrar  of  Births 
and  Deaths,  I  find  that  the  total  number  of 

BIRTHS 

registered  during  the  year  was  1,651,  as  compared  with  1,546  for  the 
year  1899.  The  total  number  of 

DEATHS 

for  the  same  period  was  922,  as  compared  with  755  for  the  previous  year  ; 
the  deaths  included  226  which  occurred  in  Public  Institutions,  189  of 
which  did  not  belong  to  your  district,  viz.  : — The  Workhouse,  90  ; 
Rubery  Hill  Asylum,  86  ;  St.  Paul’s  Convent,  6  ;  Moseley  Hall  Con¬ 
valescent  Home,  7.  The  total  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  the 
Workhouse  was  124,  as  compared  with  132  for  last  year;  the  deaths  in 
the  Fever  Hospital  were  2.  The  deaths  in  the  Hospital  were  due  to 
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Scarlet  Fever  and  its  complications.  The  189  deaths  which  occurred  in 
Public  Institutions  did  not  belong  to  your  district  at  all,  so  that  this 
number  is  excluded  from  my  calculations  of  the  different  mortality  rates, 
as  their  inclusion  would  be  misleading,  and  not  fair  to  any  district.  I, 
however,  give  the  death-rate,  inclusive  of  them,  for  the  sake  of  comparison. 

Of  the  births,  829  are  males,  822  females  ;  of  the  deaths,  493  are 

■v, 

males,  429  females.  From  diseases  of  the  Zymotic  class,  75  deaths  have 
occurred,  as  compared  with  49  for  last  year.  Of  these,  45  are  males,  30 
females.  11  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  Public  Institutions,  as  follows  :  — 
Workhouse,  2  ;  West  Heath  Fever  Hospital,  2  ;  Rubery  Hill  Asylum,  6  ; 
Convalescent  Home,  Moseley,  1. 

The  foregoing  figures  may  be  considered  satisfactory,  with  a 

population  of  60,000,  which  is  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1900. 

The  figures,  I  may  say,  are  based  on  the  census  of  1891,  and  represent  a 

birth-rate  for  the  year  of  27*51  per  1,000  persons  living,  and  a  death-rate 

of  12*21  per  1,000  of  the  population,  andj[a  Zymotic  death-rate  of  I  T  per 

1,000,  as  compared  with  a  birth-rate  of  27*73  per  1,000,  a  death-rate  of 

11*4  per  1,000,  and  a  Zymotic  death-rate  of  0*87  per  1,000  for  the  year 

1899  ;  and  a  birth-rate  of  27*46,  a  death-rate  of  11*11,  and  a  Zymotic 

death-rate  of  0*9  for  the  vear  1898. 

*/ 

The  death-rates,  as  previously  stated,  are  exclusive  of  the  deaths 
in  Public  Institutions,  which  did  not  belong  to  your  district  ;  inclusive  of 
these,  the  death-rate  is  raised  to  15*36,  as  against  13  54  for  1899 

The  Zymotic  death-rate,  inclusive  of  deaths  of  non-residents  in 
Public  Institutions,  is  raised  to  1*25. 

The  statistics  for  the  past  year  may  b#  considered  very  satis¬ 
factory,  and  compare  favourably  with  those  of  previous  years,  more 
particularly  so,  as  the  population  continues  rapidly  to  increase. 

The  Table  below  shows  the  birth  and  death-rates  of  some  of  the 
neighbouring  authorities  for  the  past  year,  by  which  you  will  be  able  to 
compare  them  with  your  own  district.  I  may  say  that  some  of  them  are 
more  rural  in  their  character  as  compared  with  ours,  but  are  given  to 
form  a  basis  for  comparison  : — 


U  rban 

District 
Council 
of  King’s 
Norton  & 
Northiield 

Erdington 

District. 

Aston 

Manor. 

Solihull 

Sanitary 

Authority. 

Birming¬ 

ham. 

Yardley 

Sanitary 

Authority 

Birth-rate... 

27  51 

27  0 

31-2 

20  5 

32-7 

28*2 

Death-rate... 

12-21 

10*88 

15-8 

14-2 

210 

12*5 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

11 

1-29 

3-4 

0-69 

2-7 

1-49 

In  reference  to  the  foregoing  Table  you  will  observe  that  we 
compare  very  favourably. 

The  following  Table  represents  the  births  and  deaths,  and  also  the 
respective  birth  and  death-rates,  together  with  the  zymotic  death-rate  for 
the  four  quarters  of  the  year. 


Births. 

Deaths. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Zymotic 

Death-rate. 

First  Quarter 

411 

1 

00 

ft 

27  4 

18-46 

1-6 

Second  Quarter 

439 

238 

29*26 

15  "86 

1-26 

Third  Quarter 

405 

188 

27-0 

12-53 

1  -26 

F ourth  Quarter  . . . 

396 

218 

26-4 

14-53 

0-86 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  above  Table  are  inclusive  of  the  deaths 
in  Public  Institutions  not  belonging  to  your  district. 


The  total  number  of 
summarised  below. 

deaths 

MALES. 

at  the  different 

females. 

setal  period 

TOTALS. 

Under  1 

year 

127 

88 

215 

From  1 

to  5  years 

37 

43 

80 

„  5 

,,15  ,  ,  ... 

25 

11 

36 

, ,  1  •> 

25 

12 

26 

38 

„  25 

,,  35  ,, 

32 

28 

60 

,,  35 

,,  45  ,, 

37 

35 

72 

,,  45 

,,  55  ,, 

47 

36 

83 

,,  55 

,,65  ,, 

33 

22 

55 

,,  65 

,  ,  i  5  ,  , 

59 

54 

113 

r-  “ 

, ,  /  o 

,,35  ,, 

49 

37 

86 

,,  85 

and  upwards 

5 

17 

22 

,,  55 

to  60  years 

30 

32 

62 

Totals 

493 

429 

922 

I  hese  figures  are  set  out  minutely  in  Table  V.  of  this  Report. 
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As  regards  the  birth-rate,  it  will  be  found  to  be  practically  the 
same  as  last  year,  while  the  marriages  have  increased  somewhat,  from 
309  to  344,  and  the  population  has  also  increased.  These  facts  would 
naturally  be  expected  to  increase  this  rate.  On  comparison  with  other 
districts  we  may,  however,  consider  the  rate  a  satisfactory  one. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  birth-rates  and  death-rates,  together 
with  the  zymotic  death-rate  for  the  past  10  years  :  — 


1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Birth-rate 

25-97 

29-30 

27-90 

25-34 

29-59 

27-04 

26-90 

27-46 

27  73 

27  51 

Death-rate 

12-29 

13-51 

14-75 

10-78 

11-69 

11-51 

12-15 

11-11 

1D4 

12-21 

Zymotic  Death- 
rate 

0-77 

0-7 

1-03 

0-6 

0-8 

1  -1 

1-4 

0-9 

0-8 

1-1 

In  comparing  the  different  rates  during  the  decade  above,  a  very 
satisfactory  record  will  be  found.  The  death-rates  for  the  past  year  will 
be  found  slightly  in  excess,  but  only  in  a  very  small  degree,  and  when 
taken  into  account  with  an  increased  population,  the  figures  must  be 
considered  very  good  indeed. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  is  the  one  which  we  have  mainly  to 
consider,  as  all  our  efforts  are  directed  to  diminish  diseases  of  this  class, 
and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  find  that  this  rate  has  only  increased  a  few 
decimal  points,  and  this  in  face  of  an  increased  population. 

The  births  for  the  past  year  show  an  increase  of  105,  the  total 
number  being  1,651  as  compared  with  1,546  for  1899.  The  number  of 
deaths  have  also  increased  by  167,  the  total  number  being  922,  as 
compared  with  755  for  1899.  As  regards  the  number  in  the  zymotic  class 
we  have  also  an  increase,  the  total  being  75  for  last  year,  as  compared  with 
49  for  the  previous  year.  The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  have 
increased,  also  those  of  persons  dying  over  80  years.  The  deaths  of 
persons  dying  between  55  and  60  years  also  show  an  increase.  These 
figures  may  be  considered  favourable  in  comparison  with  the  larger 
population. 
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The  following  Table  gives  the  percentages  of  the  different 
mortality  rates  among  children  under  one  and  five  years — their  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  total  births  and  the  general  mortality  rate  : — 


Annual  rate  of 
Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Children 
under  1  year. 
Percentage  to  total 
deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths 
of  Children  under  1 
year  to  the 
Eegistered  Births. 

Deaths  of  Children 
under  5  years. 
Percentage  to  total 
deaths. 

12-21 

23-31 

13-02 

31-99 

The  foregoing  death-rates  may  be  considered  to  bear  a  very 
favourable  comparison  with  those  of  last  year. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

During  the  past  year  75  deaths  from  this  class  of  disease,  against 
49  for  1899,  have  been  registered,  as  follows  : — Srnall-pox  0,  Scarlet  Fever 
3,  Diphtheria  12,  Typhoid  Fever  12,  Measles  22,  Whooping  Cough  7, 
Diarrhoea  11,  Dysentery  1,  Erysipelas  6,  Membranous  Croup  1,  as  compared 
with  Small-pox  0,  Scarlet  Fever  2,  Diphtheria  17,  Typhoid  Fever  6, 
Measles  1,  Whooping  Cough  7,  Diarrhoea  16  for  the  year  1899. 


The  following  Tables  show  the  details  of  the  deaths,  the  months 
in  which  they  occurred,  and  the  localities  : — 


Nature  of  Diseases. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar . 

April 

May. 

June 

'.July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

1 

Oct. 

ts  ov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Small  Pox 

' 

.  .  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

3 

*  *  * 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

... 

12 

Membranous  Croup 

... 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

2 

... 

1 

0 

Measles 

3 

... 

4 

8 

3 

1 

o- 
— ■’ 

1 

... 

... 

22 

« 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

2 

1 

1 

' 

... 

r- 

; 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

O 

O 

... 

1 

3 

2 

2 

12 

Diarrhoea  &  Dysenten 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

12 

Total  for  Months. 

8 

6 

10 

14 

4 

1 

4 

5 

10 

1 

5 

7 

75 

10 


Localities  in  which  the  above  deaths  took  place  : — - 


Nature  of 

Diseases. 

|  Selly  Oak 

Bournville 

© 

0) 

Jh 

02 

© 

o 

Sh 

•  rH 

n 

Cotteridge 

King’s  Norton  j 

.VIoseley 

King’s  Heath  j 

Northfield 

Rednal 

Rubery 

Holly  Wood 

Bartley  Green  jj 

California 

Beoley 

Workhouse 

Fever  Hospital 

Rubery  Hill 

Asylum 

a  J5 
S  Id 

O  GQ 

m  c 

*-h 

(X) 

§  l 

°K 

Totals. 

Small  Pox  ... 

— 

•y 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

1 

3 

12 

1 

Diphtheria... 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

1 

i 

8 

i 

i 

1 

i 

2 

1 

! 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

6 

Measles 

4 

o 

1 

1 

3 

0| 

6 

o 

l 

22 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

1 

l 

5 

‘ 

t 

Typhoid  Fever 

3 

] 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

12 

Diarrhoea  and 
Dysentery 

4 

l 

3 

9 

1 

1 

12 

Totals 

5 

2 

8 

5 

1 

4 

" 

16 

11 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

9 

imJ 

6 

1 

75 

In  reference  to  this  Table  we  have  to  record  more  deaths  from 
this  class  of  disease  by  26,  the  increase  being  due  to  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Measles.  While  Diphtheria  has  decreased,  Scarlet  Fever  has 
increased  by  1,  which  was  a  case  at  Rubery  Hill  Asylum. 

As  regards  the  distribution  of  these  deaths,  they  are  as 
follows  Selly  Oak  5,  as  against  9  ;  Bournville  2,  as  against  0  ;  Stirchley 
♦Street  8,  as  against  0  ;  The  Cotteridge  5,  as  against  3  ;  King’s  Norton  1, 
as  against  2  ;  Moseley  4,  as  against  4  ;  King’s  Heath  16,  as  against  23  ; 
Northfield  11,  as  against  1  ;  Rednal  1,  as  against  2  ;  Rubery  I,  as  against 
0  ;  Holly  Wood  1,  as  against  0  ;  Bartley  Green  6,  as  against  0  ; 
California  2,  as  against  0  ;  Beoley  1.  as  against  0.  The  Workhouse  2,  as 
against  3  ;  the  Fever  Hospital  2,  as  against  2  ;  Rubery  Hill  Asylum  6, 
as  against  0  ;  Convalescent  Home,  Moseley  1,  as  against  0.  The  deaths 
in  the  Workhouse  were  from  Typhoid  Fever  and  Measles  ;  the  deaths  in 
the  Hospital  were  from  Scarlet  Fever  ;  those  at  Rubery  Hill  Asylum 
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were  from  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever  and  Dysentery.  The  death  at 
the  Convalescent  Home,  Moseley,  was  from  Typhoid  Fever. 

The  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  are  somewhat  less  than  last  year,  being 
11,  as  compared  with  16. 

Having  given  the  statistics  generally,  on  my  usual  plan,  I  now 
propose,  as  in  former  years,  to  give  the  details  of  each  disease  as  it  occurred, 
or  not,  in  your  District,  giving  them  in  the  order  of  their  importance. 

The  first  disease  I  have  to  mention,  although  no  case  has  occurred 
during  the  year,  is  one  of  such  importance  that  some  remarks  must  be 
made  regarding  it.  1  mean 

SMALL  POX. 

I  have  again  to  record  that  your  District  has  continued  free  from 
this  disease.  In  fact  we  have  not  had  a  case  for  the  past  five  years, 
which  must  be  considered  very  satisfactory. 

In  my  previous  reports  I  have  laid  great  stress  on  the  importance 
of  guarding  against  this  disease  in  every  way,  and  have  particularly  em¬ 
phasised  the  great  protective  value  of  “Vaccination”  as  the  most  sure  and 
reliable  means  of  preventing,  and  when  it  unfortunately  does  occur,  of 
checking  its  ravages.  It  is,  therefore,  most  important  that  we  should  be 
at  all  times  ready  to  cope  with  any  outbreak  that  may  arise,  as  we  have 
examples  from  time  to  time  in  various  parts  of  the  country  what  disastrous 
results  follow  neglect  of  them. 

It  has  been  argued  by  those  people  who  do  not  believe  in  vac¬ 
cination,  that  sanitary  improvements  ought,  and  are  quiet  sufficient  to 
deal  with  this  disease.  I  am  not  going  to  deny  the  great  value  of 
“  Sanitation  ”  in  preventing  many  diseases  to  which  we  are  all  more  or  less 
liable,  but  I  contend  that  we  have  not  reached  that  condition  at  present, 
and  I  am  afraid  we  shall  be  sometime  before  such  a  desirable  state  of 
things  can  be  accomplished. 

We,  therefore,  are  compelled  to  adopt  other  measures  of  pre¬ 
vention,  and  we  find  from  experience,  which  cannot  be  denied,  that  vac¬ 
cination  is  a  safe  and  sure  protection  against  this  disease,  and  from  my 
own  personal  experience,  which  extends  over  thirty  years,  I  am  quite  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  is  not  only  a  protection,  but  if  properly  carried  out  in 


infancy  and  again  in  adult  life,  it  is  absolutely  a  preventative  against  the 


Bearing  upon  the  subject  of  vaccination,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able 

to  give  a  very  satisfactory  record  for  the  past  year,  and  these  figures  you 

7  t0  Seem  refereilce  t0  Mr.  A.  E.  Fletcher's  returns,  which  will  be 

ound  to  be  very  satisfactory  under  all  the  headings,  as  more  children  have 
been  vaccinated  and  less  unaccounted  for  and  also  fewer  outstanding 

The  following  figures,  which  Mr.  Fletcher  has  kindly  supplied  me 

with,  will  give  you  at  a  glance  the  vast  strides  made  during  the  past  two 
years : — 


For  the  vear  ended  December,  1898 

1899 

1900 


9  i 


9  9 


9  9 


99 


9  9 


99 


v  accinated.  Increase. 

9  383  _ 

1,198 
589 


3,581 

4,170 


The  above  figures  are  for  the  whole  of  the  King’s  Norton  Union. 

For  Urban  District  Council  the  figures  are  as  follows,  from  July 
1899,  to  June,  1900  y’ 


King’s  Norton  and 
Beoley  Parishes  . . . 

North  field  Parish 


Children  Born.  Vaccinated.  Outstanding 


907 

682 


731 

482 


48 

See  below. 


The  foregoing  figures  must  be  considered  very  satisfactory  indeed 
and  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the  Vaccination  Officer.  The  advantages 
of  the  New  Act  are  also  abundantly  apparent. 


It  is  found  that  the  vigorous  opposition  to  vaccination  on  the  old 

method  is  fast  fading  away,  and  I  am  convinced  that  more  children  will 

continue  to  be  vaccinated  year  by  year,  as  the  public  see  its  importance 

more  especially  as  the  old  objection  of  arm  to  arm  vaccination  is  now 
removed. 


I  think  it  highly  desirable  that  all  children  should  have  a  fixed 
dumber  of  vesicles  put  on  the  arm,  and  that  they  should  not  be  allowed 

t0  "ieClde  for  themselves,  and  moreover  no  medical  man  should  be  allowed 
to  put  on  a  less  number  than  the  Public  Vaccinator. 
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This  practice  is  largely  in  use,  and  so  long  as  it  continues,  it  will 
tend  to  detract  from  the  value  of  vaccination,  as  it  is  proved  that  the 
greater  protection  is  afforded  by  the  larger  number  of  vesicles. 

On  the  whole  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  work  of  the 
year,  so  far  as  steps  to  prevent  this  disease  are  concerned. 


THE  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  KING’S  NORTON 
VACCINATION  RETURNS 


For  the 

12  m 

onths 

ended 

June 

30th, 

1900 

Parishes  of 

Births 

Regis¬ 

tered. 

5  s 
^  *3  ’C 

III 

In¬ 
suscept¬ 
ible 
to  Vac¬ 
cination 

-N 

2  a  co 
o  $  og 
33  ^ 

5  o 

o 

u< 

5  A3  'C  6 

O  ^  B 

Dead 

unvac¬ 

cinated. 

Post- 
poned- 
by  Med¬ 
ical  Cer¬ 
tificate. 

n  b 

CD 

i'  2  S  ft 
O  ■+=  33 
0-22  * 
ft 

O  02 
Hr  02 

<X> 

U 

02  ^3 
a  ^3 
o 

C5 

tic 

y] 

02  LZj 

02  ^3 

02  £ 
c3 

O  ^ 
^  02 

3 

o 

/•Moseley  . 

King’s 

Norton" 

King’s  Heath... 
King’s  Norton.. 

^  Beoley . 

907 

731 

9 

13 

73 

5 

18 

37 

21 

North  - 

FIELD 

/•Selly  Oak  . 

Northfield  . 

Bartley  Green.. 
^Rednal  . 

682 

482 

— 

9 

73 

12 

/— 

i 

72 

27 

Total . 

1589 

1213 

9 

22 

146 

17 

25 

109 

48 

Signed, 

A.  E.  FLETCHER, 

Vaccination  Officer, 

King’s  Norton  Union. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Has  caused,  3  deaths  as  compared  with  2  for  last  year.  Two  of  these 
took  place  at  your  Hospital,  and  1  at  Rubery  Hill  Asylum.  One  of  the 
deaths  was  a  child  from  the  Workhouse,  Selly  Oak,  and  was  only  14 
months  old,  and,  moreover,  was  very  delicate,  and  really  died  from 
M  arasmus,  but  had  to  be  included  in  these  returns  as  it  died  in  the 
Hospital.  The  other  death  occurred  to  a  child  who  came  from  King’s 
Heath,  and  had  the  disease  in  its  worst  form  ;  so  that  we  have  a  better 
record  than  last  year  when  taken  into  account  with  the  figures  given 
below,  more  particularly  as  regards  your  Hospital. 
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I  have  received  126  notifications  of  this  disease,  as  compared  with 
88  for  last  year,  from  the  following  localities  : — Selly  Oak  9  against  11  ; 
Selly  Park  5  against  3  ;  Bournbrook  12  against  0  ;  Bournville  2  against  O'; 
Dog  Pool  and  Ten-acres  1  against  5  ;  Bartley  Green,  California,  and  Wood- 
gate  1  against  3  ;  Northfield  3  against  3  for  the  parish  of  Northfield  ;  Moseley 
19  against  40  ;  King’s  Heath  39  against  9  ;  Stirchley  Street*  9  against  4;  The 
Cotteridge  1  against  0  ;  Rednall  3  against  0  ;  Groveley  Lane  0  against  4  ; 
King’s  Norton  2  against  2  for  the  parish  of  King’s  Norton  ;  Beoley 
0  against  1  for  the  parish  of  Beoley;  the  Workhouse  11  against  2  ;  Selly 
Oak  Infirmary  2  against  0  ;  Cottage  Homes,  Shenley  Fields  1  against  0  ; 
the  Fever  Hospital  1  against  1  ;  Rubery  Hill  Asylum  5  against  0,  as 
representing  the  public  institutions  of  the  district. 

You  will  observe  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases,  but 
the  mortality  on  the  total  number  is  less  than  last  year,  and  the  death-rate 
may  be  considered  satisfactory. 

Of  the  total  number  notified  113  were  admitted  from  your 
district  into  the  Hospital;  one  occurred  at  the  Hospital,  viz.,  the 
Laundress,  and  5  were  admitted  from  outside  districts. 

During  the  year  12  of  the  cases  notified  were  treated  outside 
your  Hospital,  and  2  of  these  were  at  Rubery  Hill  Asylum,  so  that  only 
10  were  actually  treated  at  home — a  fact  which  I  consider  of  importance 
and  worth  recording. 

The  distribution  of  these  cases  will  be  found  on  reference  to  the 
Notification  Table  included  in  this  Report,  by  which  you  will  observe  that 
the  bulk  of  the  cases  came  from  King’s  Heath,  Moseley,  Selly  Oak,  Selly 
Park,  Bournbrook,  and  the  Workhouse. 

As  regards  the  cases  at  King’s  Heath,  there  is  a  considerable 
increase,  due  to  a  sudden  outbreak  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  which 
rendered  it  necessary  to  close  the  schools  for  a  period  of  three  weeks,  and 
4  am  pleased  to  say  the  disease  rapidly  declined.  As  regards  the  cases  at 
Moseley,  they  are  less  than  last  year  by  one-half.  On  the  whole,  and 
taking  into  consideration  the  large  amount  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  City  of 
Birmingham  during  the  year,  we  may  consider  ourselves  fortunate  that 
we  have  not  had  more  cases  to  deal  with. 


One  of  these  was  proved  to  be  a  case  of  Measles. 


I  have  stated  in  my  previous  reports  that  complete  isolation  in 
Hospital  is  the  only  safe  and  reliable  way  we  can  cope  with  this  disease. 
The  infection  lasts  so  long  and  the  difficulty  of  keeping  up  proper  isola¬ 
tion  and  control  over  the  patients  for  the  time  necessary  is  absolutely 
impossible,  more  particularly  in  the  houses  of  the  artisan  class.  We  have 
now  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  public  generally  appreciate  these 
advantages,  and  we  consequently  succeed  in  removing  all  cases  coming 
under  this  head.  The  only  cases  treated  at  home  belong  to  people  of  the 
well  to-do  class,  and  they  are  in  a  better  position  to  deal  with  them  owing 
to  their  better  accommodation  and  their  ability  to  provide  proper 
nursing  for  the  patient. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  know  that  as  this  is  the  only  disease 
(except  Smallpox)  which  we  at  present  treat  in  Hospital,  that  of 
the  total  number  occurring  only  3  deaths  occurred,  and,  moreover,  it  is 
rare  to  find  more  than  1  or  2  cases  at  a  time  which  are  being  treated  at 
home. 

I  have  drawn  up  a  special  Bill  on  the  subject  as  an  addition  to 
what  has  been  previously  in  use,  and  I  think  it  may  be  advisable  to 
include  it  in  this  Report  : — 

King’s  Norton  and  Northfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Precautions  Against 
SCARLET  FEVER. 

This  Disease  is  very  Infectious  in  its  nature,  and  rapidly  spreads 
from  one  person  to  another. 

Symptoms  of  the  Disease.  It  begins  with  a  sore  throat,  feverish¬ 
ness,  sickness,  and  a  scarlet  rash  soon  appears  on  the  body. 

When  a  child  or  adult  presents  these  Symptoms  always  seek  the 
advice  of  a  medical  man  in  order  to  satisfy  yourself  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
illness. 

Scarlet  Fever  may  be  of  a  very  simple  nature  in  one  person — 
in  others  it  may  be  very  severe  and  dangerous. 

This  Disease  may,  and  frequently  does,  occur  and  is  apparently 
so  slight  that  it  may  not  be  detected  until  it  has  assumed  a  serious  form. 
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Always  Watch  Children,  especially  with  any  of  the  symptoms 
mentioned,  and  see  if  there  is  a  Red  Rash  on  the  body. 

The  Rash  does  not  appear  on  the  face,  but  can  be  seen  on  the 
chest  and  bod)',  and  it  is  necessary  to  look  carefully  for  it. 

Isolation  in  Hospital.  In  all  cases  of  Scarlet  Fe-ver  they 
should  be  at  once  sent  to  the  Fever  Hospital  at  West  Heath,  where 
provision  is  made  for  their  reception  and  treatment,  and  so  remove  them 
from  the  possibility  of  giving  the  disease  to  other  members  of  the  family. 

When  cases  are  removed  from  the  family  to  the  Hospital,  the 
disease  rarely  spreads. 


When  treated  at  Home  (especially  in  small  houses)  it  commonly 
spreads  to  other  members  of  the  family. 


Never  send  a  child  to  School  who  has  had  any  of  the  symptoms 
mentioned,  or  any  other  member  of  the  family,  until  you  are  satisfied  that 
there  is  nothing  of  the  nature  of  Scarlet  Fever  present. 

The  District  has  been  kept  practically  Free  from  the  Disease 
spreading  to  others  by  the  removal  of  the  cases  from  their  homes  to  the 
Hospital. 

If  these  Precautions  are  faithfully  carried  out,  the  public 
generally  may  be  assured  that  Scarlet  Fever  will  be  kept  under 
control,  and  many  cases  prevented  which  might  otherwise  be  a  source  of 
danger. 

FRANCIS  HOLLINSHEAD,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department,  Selly  Oak. 


I  may  say  that  this  bill  is  distributed  among  the  inhabitants  as 
occasion  arises. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

The  notifications  of  this  disease  are  85,  as  compared  with  126  for 
last  year.  The  deaths  are  12,  as  compared  with  17,  showing  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  cases  which  have  occurred  of  41,  and  5  less  fatal  results. 
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The  distribution  of  the  cases  is  as  follows  : — Selly  Oak,  4  against 
12  ;  Bournville,  2  against  0  ;  Bournbrook,  3  against  0  ;  Selly  Park,  0 
against  1  ;  Bartley  Green  and  Woodgate,  0  against  1  ;  Northfield,  2 
against  3,  for  the  Parish  of  Northfield  ;  Moseley,  3  against  7  ;  King’s 
Heath,  66  against  96  ;  Stirchley  Street,  1  against  1  ;  Cotteridge,  2 
against  0  ;  Weatheroak,  2  against  0  ;  Holly  Wood,  0  against  1  ;  Wythall, 
0  against  1  ;  King’s  Norton,  0  against  3,  for  the  Parish  of  King’s  Norton  ; 
and  Beoley,  0  against  0,  for  the  Parish  of  Beoley. 

The  deaths  occurred  at  the  following  localities  : — King’s  Heath 
8,  Selly  Oak  1,  Bournville  1,  Stirchley  Street  1,  and  Northfield  1. 

You  will  observe  that  the  cases  for  the  most  part  occurred  at 
King’s  Heath,  where  the  disease  has  been  prevalent  more  or  less  for  the 
past  two  years,  though  not  in  an  epidemic  form,  the  malady  being  dis¬ 
tributed  fairly  uniformlly  throughout  the  year. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cases  during  the  months 
of  the  year  : — 

Jan.  Feb.  March  April  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

94  11  53  8  743  3  45 

In  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  special  attention 
has  been  given  to  the  cause  of  its  continuance. 

From  my  enquiries  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  reports,  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  mainly  due  to  the  contact  of  children 
attending  school.  I  found  on  enquiry  most  of  the  cases  occuri  ing  were 
among  children  attending  the  Board  School  at  King’s  Heath. 

I  carefully  enquired  into  the  sanitary  state  of  the  schools,  and 
could  detect  nothing  which  would  account  for  the  disease,  so  far  as  the 
school  buildings  were  concerned. 

When  the  disease  first  made  its  appearance  last  year,  I  caused 
certain  improvements  to  be  made  in  connection  with  the  general  drainage 
of  the  building.  I  advised  that  all  “  Down  Spouts  ”  should  be  dis¬ 
connected  with  the  sewer,  and  that  the  Latrines  and  Urinals  should  be 

kept  thoroughly  flushed  and  disinfectants  used. 

►  * 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  School  Board  willingly  carried  out 
all  suggestions  made. 
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The  School  Board  being  desirous  of  ascertaining  for  themselves 
that  the  Schools  were  in  a  “  Sanitary  condition/’  called  in  Mr.  Sidney  R. 
Lowcock,  C.E.,  to  make  a  Sanitary  Survey  of  the  Buildings.  As  a  result 
of  his  enquiries,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  nothing  so  far 
as  the  School  Buildings  were  concerned  to  cause  any  outbreak  of 
Infectious  Disease.  Mr.  Lowcock,  therefore,  bears  out  the  opinion  I  had 
previously  expressed. 

All  my  investigations  confirm  my  first  opinion  respecting  this 
disease,  viz.,  that  the  disease  was  kept  alive  by  cases  not.  known  to  me, 
and  who  never  came  under  the  notice  of  a  medical  man,  and  who  stay 
away  from  school  for  a  few  days  and  return  again  after  a  short  illness  of 
sore  throat,  or,  as  the  parents  call  it,  an  ordinary  cold,  while  all  the  time 
the  child  or  children  have  had  a  mild  form  of  Diphtheria,  and  while  they 
themselves  suffer  little  are  capable  of  transferring  the  disease  in  a  severe 
form  to  a  child  more  susceptible,  and  so  the  disease  may  go  on  increasing 
in  virulence  from  a  simple  case  such  as  above  described. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  when  disease  of  an  infectious 
character  once  gets  into  a  district,  it  is  a  common  occurrence  for  it  to 
cling  to  the  neighbourhood  so  long  as  there  are  cases  capable  of  being 
inoculated  by  the  germs. 

All  diseases  of  the  Zymotic  class  are  capable  of  increasing  their 
virulence  so  long  as  they  can  find  a  suitable  soil  for  their  development. 

So  far  as  the  King’s  Heath  cases  of  Diphtheria  are  concerned,  I 
am  satisfied  that  they  are  on  the  decline,  and,  moreover,  that  the  malady 
is  less  virulent,  a  very  important  fact  as  bearing  on  the  decline  of  the 
disease. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  note  in  connection  with  this  matter  that  the 
disease  has  not  been  in  any  way  epidemic  during  the  year,  and  continues 
to  show  signs  of  decline. 

The  question  of  the  isolation  and  treatment  in  hospital  has 
occupied  my  attention  during  the  past  year.  The  Health  Committee 
have  also  been  desirous  of  acquiring  satisfactory  information  on  the 
subject. 
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I  have  made  enquiries  of  other  districts  with  a  view  to  coming  to 
a  decision  with  regard  to  these  cases  being  treated  in  hospital,  and  as  a 
result  the  Health  Committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not 
desirable  to  treat  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  their  hospital  with  the 
accommodation  at  present  available.  Moreover,  we  found  from  our 
enquiries  that  this  disease  was  not  generally  treated  in  hospitals  of  this 
class. 

This  question  is  one  of  great  importance,  and  the  subject  will 
still  be  kept  before  me,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  everything  will  be  done  to 
deal  with  this  disease  as  far  as  possible. 

I  have  drawn  up  a  special  Bill  bearing  on  this  disease  for 
circulation,  and  I  think  it  will  be  advisable  to  reproduce  it  in  this  Report. 

King’s  Norton  and  Northfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Precautions  Against 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Diphtheria  is  a  very  fatal  and  catching  disease,  and  is  spread 
from  one  person  to  another  by  contact. 

The  Symptoms  are  those  usually  associated  with  an  ordinary  Sore 
Throat,  and  in  many  cases  it  passes  off  very  quickly,  and  no  serious 
result  arises — in  others  it  assumes  a  more  severe  form. 

It  is  most  Important  that  symptoms  of  Sore  Throat  should  be 
at  once  enquired  into,  and  a  medical  man  should  be  called  in  to  ascertain 
the  nature  of  the  illness. 

The  Disease,  though  at  first  apparently  trivial,  may  lead  to 
Serious  consequences  if  not  detected  at  once. 

Always  look  at  the  Throat,  and  if  a  white  patch  appears  there 
send  at  once  for  a  doctor. 

Never  Send  a  Child  to  School  who  has  recently  suffered  from  a 
sore  throat  until  you  have  been  satisfied  that  the  disease  is  not  catching. 

Do  not  allow  any  other  children  of  the  household  to  go  to  School 
so  long  as  any  illness  of  the  nature  of  Sore  Throat  exists. 
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It  is  most  Important  in  all  cases  of  illness  affecting  the  Throat 
that  every  care  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  if  it  is  catching,  and  on  no 
account  to  allow  them  to  mix  with  others  until  the  True  Nature  of  the 
disease  is  known. 

When  any  child  or  adult  has  had  an  attack  of  Diphtheria,  the 
patient  should  not  be  allowed  to  mix  with  the  general  public  until  they 
are  pronounced  free  from  infection. 

In  all  cases  when  the  Disease  is  known  to  be  Diphtheria,  the 
patient  should  be  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  family  until  all  danger 
has  passed  away. 

The  danger  of  Spreading  the  Disease  arises  from  the  discharges 
from  the  throat  and  nose.  It  is  very  important  that  this  should  be 
guarded  against  by  using  pieces  of  linen  or  rag  to  cleanse  them  and  by 
burning  them  afterwards.  Pocket  handkerchiefs  should  not  be  used. 


No  child  should  attend  School  for  a  period  of  two  months  after 
suffering  from  Diphtheria. 


All  children  attending  Schools  should  have  their  own  Slates  and 
Pencils,  and  keep  to  them.  Spitting  on  slates  should  not  be  allowed. 

The  act  of  Kissing  should  be  strictly  forbidden  when  any  child  is 
suffering  from  a  throat  affection. 

Causes. — Insanitary  conditions  in  and  around  the  house,  viz., 
dampness,  want  of  fresh  air,  over-crowding,  bad  smells,  impure  water, 
contaminated  milk,  etc. 


Prevention. — Keep  the  house  and  its  surroundings  as  clean  as 
possible  ;  boil  all  drinking  water  and  milk  before  using  ;  keep  the  sick 
members  of  the  family  away  from  those  that  are  well  ;  and  see  that  plenty 
of  fresh  air  enters  the  house  by  opening  the  windows  at  the  Top  regularly 
every  day. 

FRANCIS  HOLLINSHEAD,  M.D., 


Health  Department,  Selly  Oak. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


I  may  add  in  conclusion  on  this  disease  that  most  of  the  cases  are 
treated  by  the  injection  of  “  antitoxin,’’  and  with  very  good  results. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER 

Has  caused  12  deaths,  as  compared  with  6  for  the  year  1899. 

The  notifications  of  this  disease  received  were  45,  as  compared 
with  45  for  the  previous  year,  as  follows  Selly  Oak  4,  against  12  ;  Selly 
Park  1,  against  0;  Northfield  0,  against  3;  Ten  Acres  1,  against  0; 
Bournbrook  2,  against  0  ;  Bourn ville  3,  against  0  ;  Bartley  Green  and 
Woodgate  0,  against  4  for  the  parish  of  Northfield  ;  King’s  Heath  4, 
against  7  ;  Moseley  0,  against  3  ;  Rubery  1,  against  0  ;  King’s  Norton  1, 
against  5  ;  Stirchley  Street  8,  against  4  ;  The  Cotteridge  1,  against  4  for 
the  parish  of  King’s  Norton  ;  the  Workhouse  1,  against  3 ;  Selly  Oak 
Infirmary  4,  against  0  ;  Rubery  Hill  Asylum  13,  against  0  ;  Moseley 
Hall  Convalescent  Home  1,  against  0,  as  representing  the  Public 
Institutions  of  the  district. 

The  deaths  occurred  as  follows  : — Stirchley  Street  3,  against  0  ; 
King’s  Heath  1,  against  0;  Northfield  1,  against  0;  Rubery  1,  against 
0 ;  Selly  Oak  0,  against  1  ;  Moseley  0,  against  1  ;  King’s  Norton  0, 
against  1  ;  the  Selly  Oak  Infirmary  1,  against  3  ;  Rubery  Hill  Asylum 
4,  against  0;  Moseley  Hall  Convalescent  Home  1,  against  0. 

The  points  of  significance  in  connection  with  this  disease  are  as 
follows  : — While  the  number  of  cases  notified  is  identical  with  last  year, 
their  distribution  is  considerably  varied.  Out  of  a  total  of  45  we  have 
21  belonging  to  Rubery  Asylum  and  Stirchley  Street,  while  Selly  Oak 
Workhouse  and  Infirmary  are  credited  with  5.  Selly  Oak  and  North- 
field  Parish  generally  have  improved  in  this  respect,  and  also  the  Parish 
of  King’s  Norton,  with  the  exception  of  Stirchley  Street,  and  in  this 
village  the  cases  have  doubled  during  the  year,  As  regards  the 
mortality  from  this  disease,  we  find  it  double  that  of  last  year.  I 
find  this  explained  by  the  more  severe  type  of  the  malady.  On  the 
whole  we  may  consider  the  figures  not  excessive,  when  we  bear  in  mind 
the  large  amount  of  cases  in  the  City  of  Birmingham  which  have  occurred 
during  the  year.  In  all  the  cases  occurring  every  possible  precaution  has 
been  taken  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading. 

I  have  not  found  the  disease  at  any  time  assume  an  epidemic 
form,  or  to  be  caused  by  any  special  sanitary  defect,  while  some  of  the 
oases  were  imported  from  other  districts. 
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MEASLES 

Has  caused  22  deaths,  as  compared  with  1  for  last  year.  The  deaths 
occurred  at  the  following  localities  : — Selly  Oak,  4 ;  Stirchley  Street,  2 
The  Cotteridge,  1  ;  Moseley,  1  ;  King’s  Heath,  3 ;  Northfield,  2  ;  Bartley 
Green,  6  ;  California,  2  ;  and  Beoley,  1. 

The  disease  was  most  prevalent  at  Stirchley  Street,  Northfield 
and  Bartley  Green  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  and  as  the 
mortality  was  excessive,  the  schools  were  closed  at  the  latter  place.  The 
prevalence  of  the  disease  continued  into  the  months  of  May  and  June, 
and  extended  to  Selly  Oak  and  King’s  Norton.  I  caused  the  infants’ 
department  at  the  Dawlish  Boad  Schools  to  be  closed,  and  also  Northfield 
Schools.  From  this  time  the  disease  rapidly  declined,  and  the  district  has 
continued  fairly  free  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  such  a  large  mortality  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  disease,  as  it  is  looked  upon  by  the  public  at  large  as  a 
very  simple  malady,  and  very  little  care  is  taken  to  prevent  it  spreading. 
Parents  look  upon  an  outbreak  of  this  kind  as  the  natural  order  of  things, 
and  it  is  as  well  to  get  it  over,  and  rather  favour  the  idea  that  all  the 
children  may  as  well  have  it,  and  have  some  curious  notions  that  they  will 
be  all  the  better  for  it  afterwards. 

I  am  afraid  very  little  good  can  be  done  in  preventing  the  spread 
of  this  disease,  except  by  closing  the  public  schools  during  an  outbreak. 

I  have,  in  my  previous  reports,  stated  what  a  serious  complaint 
Measles  is,  and  that  it  is  attended  with  a  very  large  mortality,  particularly 
when  it  assumes  a  bad  type. 

We  do  not  cause  Measles  to  be  notified,  as  it  would  be  practically 
of  very  little  value,  unless  we  could  isolate  the  first  cases  as  they  occur, 
as  it  spreads  so  very  rapidly  that  it  gets  beyond  control  in  a  very  short 
time. 

I  hope  the  time  will  come  when  we  can  isolate  all  cases  of 
infectious  disease,  as  this  is  the  only  means  by  which  you  can  hope  to 
cope  with  it. 

There  would  be  no  reason  why  it  could  not  be  prevented,  like 
Scarlet  Fever,  as  the  deaths  from  the  latter  disease  are  reduced  to  a 
minimum  by  this  means. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH 

Has  caused  7  deaths,  as  against  7  for  1899,  and  these  occurred  in 
February,  March,  May,  and  July,  at  the  following  localities  : — Moseley, 
1  ;  King’s  Heath,  1  ;  Northfield,  5. 

This  disease  was  most  prevalent  at  Northfield  in  February  and 
March,  and  5  deaths  occurred. 

Whooping  Cough,  like  Measles,  is  not  a  notifiable  disease,  so  far 
as  your  district  is  concerned,  and  although  it  is  at  times  a  very  fatal 
malady,  I  do  not  see  any  advantage  would  be  gained  by  doing  so. 

I  am  able  to  know  of  most  of  the  cases  occurring,  from  my 
constant  touch  with  the  different  parts  of  your  district,  and  am  therefore 
in  a  position  to  decide  what  action  shall  be  taken  if  it  at  any  time 
assumes  the  form  of  an  epidemic. 

The  disease  is  essentially  one  belonging  to  children,  although 
adults  do  occasionally  contract  it.  It  is  also  mainly  spread  like  Measles, 
through  the  medium  of  Public  Schools,  and  at  times  it  becomes  necessary 
to  close  them.  I  am  glad  to  say,  however,  we  have  not  had  to  resort  to 
this  proceeding  so  far  as  this  disease  is  concerned  during  the  year. 

I  am  also  pleased  to  say  that  we  may  consider  the  number  of 
cases,  and  also  the  deaths,  are  in  no  way  excessive,  but  well  within 
reasonable  limits  for  your  district. 

I  have  on  previous  occasions  given  the  reasons  of  the  mortality  in 
cases  of  this  disease,  and  I  think  it  will  be  advisable  to  again  mention 
them,  and  the  first  of  importance  is  the  small  amount  of  interest  parents 
and  the  public  take  with  regard  to  it,  but  look  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  course, 
and  rarely  call  medical  aid  in,  but  treat  their  children  on  old-fashioned 
lines,  and  purchase  their  own  medicines,  and  continue  the  treatment  on 
their  own  account,  never  thinking  there  is  any  danger,  and  it  is  not  until1 
the  child  developes  serious  symptoms  that  medical  advice  is  sought, 
and  then  it  is  often  too  late. 

The  danger  in  Whooping  Cough  is  due  to  its  tendency  to  produce 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  both  very  fatal  diseases,  especially  when 
associated  with  this  malady. 
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It  is  also  a  common  practice  to  unduly  expose  children  while 
passing  through  the  illness. 

I  am  convinced  if  more  care  was  taken,  the  mortality  from 
Whooping  Cough  would  be  considerably  lessened. 

DIARRHOEA. 

This  disease  has  caused  1 1  deaths,  against  1 6  for  last  year.  One 
death  was  certified  as  arising  from  Dysentery,  and  this  occurred  at  Rubery 
Hill  Asylum. 

You  will  observe  there  is  a  reduction  in  the  deaths,  and  I  am  also 
pleased  to  say  less  cases  have  come  under  observation. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  made  certain  alterations  in  the 
mode  of  classification,  which  have  been  adopted,  the  object  of  this 
being  to  differentiate  more  clearly  certain  classes  of  diseases  under  this 
head,  so  that  a  more  true  idea  can  be  formed  of  those  which  may  be 
attributed  to  a  specific  zymotic  disease. 

The  disease  usually  occurs  in  the  hot  periods  of  the  year,  and  also 
in  the  autumn,  when  so  much  decaying  vegetable  is  about. 

Many  cases  occur  among  young  children,  and  these  are  for  the 
most  part  due  to  errors  in  “  Diet  ”  and  want  of  proper  care  in  the 
management  of  children  generally,  more  particularly  as  regards  cleanliness 
and  the  proper  preservation  of  food,  particularly  milk. 

I  drew  up  a  Bill  some  time  ago,  and  as  this  ris  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance,  I  think  it  well  to  reproduce  it  in  this  report. 

King’s  Norton  and  Northfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Precautions  Against 
DIARRHCEA. 

The  Disease. — The  public  generally  are  warned  against  neglecting 
this  dangerous  and  fatal  disease. 

Children. — Young  children  and  babies  are  most  liable  to  it,  and 
if  neglected  readily  succumb  to  its  effects. 

Feeding. — Every  baby  should  be  fed  at  the  breast  if  possible. 
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Nothing  but  milk  or  milk  and  water  should  be  given  until  it  is 
seven  to  nine  months  old. 

Feeding  Bottles. — When  fed  by  the  bottle,  it  is  important  that 
the  milk  should  be  boiled  before  being  used. 

Strict  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  all  feeding  bottles  scrupulously 
clean.  Bottles  without  indiarubber  tubes  are  best,  and  two  or  more 
bottles  should  be  kept  in  use. 

Tainted  Milk. — Diarrhoea  in  young  children  is  most  frequently 
due  to  milk  which  has  become  sour  or  tainted ;  more  particularly  is  this 
the  case  in  hot  weather. 

Food. — No  meat,  vegetables,  or  fruit  should  be  eaten,  but  food 
made  with  milk  should  be  taken  instead. 

Bad  Food. — All  food  of  any  kind  should  be  avoided  which  has 
become  in  any  way  tainted  ;  and  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  all  food  in 
a  clean,  dry  place. 


The  House  and  its  Surroundings. 

The  House. — It  is  most  important  that  the  house  should  be  kept 
very  clean  and  well  ventilated.  The  drain  traps  should  be  kept  open,  and 
frequently  washed  out.  The  cellar  should  be  kept  very  clean,  also  the 

vard. 

*/ 


The  Bedroom. — The  bedroom  windows  should  be  kept  open,  the 
bedclothes  thrown  back,  and  all  slops  taken  away  early  in  the  day. 

Nuisances.  —  Auv  offensive  rubbish  should  be  removed  from  the 

«/ 

dwelling.  Bad  smells  cause  diarrhoea.  No  vegetable  refuse,  tea-leaves,  or 
fish,  &c.,  should  be  put  into  the  ashplace.  They  should  be  burned. 

Nuisances  from  offensive  drains,  closets,  privies,  and  ashpits  should 
be  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Drinking  Water. — All  drinking  water  should  be  boiled  before 
being  used,  and  water  of  a  doubtful  nature  should  not  be  used  at  all. 
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Medical  Advice. — It  is  very  necessary  that  every  attention  be 
given  in  all  cases  of  diarrhoea,  by  seeking  medical  advice  at  once,  as  the 
disease  in  many  instances  runs  a  very  rapid  and  fatal  course. 

FRANCIS  HOLLINSHEAD,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Selly  Oak,  August  14th,  1899. 


CHOLERA. 

I  am  again  pleased  to  say  we  have  been  free  from  this  dreadful 
malady,  although  some  of  the  most  severe  cases  of  Diarrhoea  have  borne  a 
close  relationship  to  this  dis°ase. 


INFLUENZA 

Continues  somewhat  prevalent  during  certain  periods  of  the  year,  more 
particularly  when  cold  and  damp,  the  mortality  being  due  to  the  complica¬ 
tions,  viz.,  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia. 


Table  Showing  Prevalent  Zymotic  Diseases  in  Each  Month  : — 


January 

...  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria. 

February  ... 

...  Measles,  Whooping  Cough. 

March 

Measles,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough. 

April 

...  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough. 

May 

.,  ...  Measles,  Diphtheria. 

J  line 

...  Measles,  Diphtheria. 

July 

...  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever. 

August 

Typhoid  Fever,  Diarrhoea. 

September  ... 

...  Scarlet  Fever,  Diarrhoea. 

October 

...  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever. 

November  ... 

Scarlet  Fever. 

December 

Scarlet  Fever, 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  received  311  notifications  as  compared 
with  292  for  last  year,  245  for  the  year  1898,  and  463  for  1897, 
These  figures  show  an  increase  of  19  on  the  past  year,  a  number  not 
excessive  when  we  compare  the  increase  in  the  population  of  the  district. 

The  cases  are  as  follows: — Scarlet  Fever,  126  against  88; 
Diphtheria,  85  against  126  ;  Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever,  45  against  45  ; 
Erysipelas,  47  against  29 ;  Puerperal  Fever,  2  against  0  ;  Continued 
Fever,  0  against  1  ;  Membranous  Croup,  6  against  3. 

From  the  above  figures  you  will  see  that  while  Scarlet  Fever  has 
increased  Diphtheria  has  diminished  to  a  greater  extent.  Typhoid  Fever 
remains  the  same,  Membranous  Croup  has  increased,  and  also  Erysipelas. 

Taken  with  the  figures  for  1897  we  have  a  very  satisfactory 
reduction  indeed. 

The  notifications  of  Diphtheria  have  been  in  excess  the  past  two 
years.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  is  a  large  reduction  in 
the  number  of  cases  last  year. 

On  reference  to  the  following  Table  you  will  be  able  to  see  the 
distribution  of  the  diseases  notified. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  working  of  this  Act  has  been  carried 
out  to  my  satisfaction  during  the  year.  If  any  delay  occurs,  it  is  due  to 
the  medical  men  not  being  quite  satisfied  with  the  nature  of  the  illness, 
and  have  deferred  sending  in  a  report  until  the  case  has  sufficiently 
developed  to  be  absolutely  certain. 

During  the  past  year,  as  in  previous  years,  I  have  been  called  in 
by  the  medical  men  of  the  district,  to  consult  with  them  in  certain  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  which  were  considered  of  a  doubtful  nature.  I  have  in 
all  cases  readily  complied,  and  the  nature  of  the  malady  has  been  satis¬ 
factorily  arrived  at,  and  action  taken  accordingly. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  my  relations  with  the  medical  men  of 
the  district  continue  to  be  of  a  most  cordial  nature,  which  fact  has 
enabled  me  to  carry  out  the  work  in  this  respect  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  TABLE. 


DISEASE. 

Selly  Oak. 

Selly  Park. 

Bournbrook. 

Tenacres. 

Dogpool. 

Bournville. 

Stirchley  Street. 

Cotteridge. 

King’s  Norton. 

2 

D 

rC 

u 

O 

£ 

Bartley  Green  and 

Woodgate. 

Moseley. 

King’s  Heath. 

Rubery. 

Rednal. 

Holly  Wood. 

Weatheroak. 

Beoley. 

West  Heath 

Fever  Hospital. 

Workhouse. 

Selly  Oak  Infirmary.! 

Rubery  Hill 

Asylum. 

Cottage  Homes, 

Shenley  Fields. 

Moseley  Hall 

Convalescent  Home. 

TOTALS. 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

5 

12 

1 

2 

*9 

1 

2 

3 

1 

19 

39 

3 

1 

11 

2 

5 

1 

*126 

Diphtheria  . . 

4 

2 

2 

1 

9 

2 

4 

66 

•2 

85 

Typhoid  Fever 

4 

1 

2 

1 

3 

8 

l 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

13 

1 

45 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

1 

4 

6 

Erysipelas  .. 

6 

1 

5 

1 

1 

4 

5 

2 

4 

7 

.. 

4 

2 

,  , 

1 

.  # 

1 

#  , 

1 

2 

.  , 

,  . 

47 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

i 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

23 

7 

23 

2 

2 

11 

*24 

6 

8 

12 

1 

31 

in 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

13 

6 

20 

1 

1 

311 

*  One  of  these  cases  proved  to  be  Measles. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  PREVENTION  ACT. 


So  far  as  this  Act  is  concerned,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  it  has 
not  been  necessary  to  put  it  into  force  during  the  year.  We  have  been 
able  to  carry  out  the  work  in  as  satisfactory  a  manner  as  could  be 
expected.  We  have,  however,  a  very  powerful  help  in  its  provisions 
should  we  require  to  use  them. 


SYNOPSIS  OF  REPORTS. 


February  13 th,  1900. — The  Birth-rate  was  26  41,  Death-rate  17*3,  Zymotic 
Death-rate  l-0.  Notifications  35,  as  follows  : — Scarlet  Fever,  12  ; 
Diphtheria,  14  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  4  ;  Erysipelas,  5.  The  Scarlet 
Fever  cases  occurred  as  follows  :  King’s  Heath,  2  ;  Moseley,  4  ; 
Selly  Oak,  5;  Bartley  Green,  1.  Diphtheria:  Moseley,  1  ;  Selly 
Oak,  1  ;  King’s  Heath,  12.  Typhoid  Fever  :  King’s  Heath,  1  ; 
Selly  Oak,  1  ;  Rubery  Hill  Asylum,  2.  The  Erysipelas  cases 
were  at  King’s  Heath,  Moseley,  Holly  Wood,  and  Rubery  Hill 
Asylum.  The  increased  death-rate  was  mainly  due  to  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  organs  and  heart  affections.  Of  the  total  deaths 
no  less  than  44  were  due  to  these  maladies,  and  in  many  cases 
“Influenza”  was  the  primary  cause.  Attention  was  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  severe  weather  during  this  period  had  much  to 
do  with  the  increased  mortality,  and  that  young  children  and  the 
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aged  were  particularly  liable  to  succumb  to  it.  No  less  than  56 
deaths  occurred  out  of  93  at  these  periods  of  life.  Scarlet  Fever 
declined,  but  Diphtheria  increased,  the  cases  being  at  King’s 
Heath.  Hospital  Report  :  7  cases  admitted,  4  discharged 

cured,  leaving  19  under  treatment. 

March  12 th,  1900. — The  Birth-rate  was  26  T,  Death-rate  13*2,  Zymotic 
Death-rate  IT.  Notifications  25,  as  follows  :  Scarlet  Fever,  8  ; 
Diphtheria,  7  ;  Membranous  Croup,  4  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  1  ; 
Erysipelas,  4  ;  Puerperal  Fever,  1.  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
occurred  as  follows  :  Moseley,  1  ;  King’s  Heath,  2 ;  Stirchley 
Street,  1  ;  Selly  Oak  Infirmary,  2  ;  Rubery  Hill  Asylum,  2. 
Diphtheria  :  King’s  Heath,  7.  Membranous  Croup  :  Moseley,  4. 
Typhoid  Fever:  Stirchley  Street,  1.  Erysipelas:  Moseley,  1; 
S.O.  Infirmary,  1  ;  Rubery  Hill  Asylum,  2.  Puerperal  Fever: 
King’s  Norton,  1.  The  Death-rate  shows  a  decided  decline;  the 
Zymotic  Death-rate  was  also  less.  The  diseases  which  caused 
the  greatest  mortality  were  still  Influenza,  Pneumonia,  and 
Heart  Disease.  The  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  10 
^ss  than  in  the  last  report.  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  dis¬ 
tinctly  declined.  Measles  became  prevalent  in  Stirchley  Street, 
and  Whooping  Cough  at  Northfield,  and  two  deaths  from  the 
latter  occurred.  A  number  of  small  “  Handbills  ”  were  drawn 
up  and  circulated  about  the  district,  and  larger  ones  were  posted 
up,  giving  directions  respecting  “  Influenza.”  Hospital  Report : — 
8  cases  admitted,  one  being  the  laundress  at  the  Hospital,  4  dis¬ 
charged  cured,  leaving  23  under  treatment. 

Ajoril  17th,  1900. — The  Birth-rate  was  31*71  ;  Death-rate,  13*71  ;  Zymotic 
Death-rate  2*6.  Notifications  40  :  Scarlet  Fever,  15  ;  Diphtheria, 
16;  Typhoid  Fever  6;  Erysipelas,  3.  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
occurred  as  follows  :  Selly  Park,  1  ;  Moseley,  1  ;  Stirchley  Street, 
5  ;  Workhouse,  5  ;  Fever  Hospital,  1  ;  Rubery  Hill  Asylum,  2. 
Diphtheria  :  Northfield,  1  ;  Moseley,  2  ;  King’s  Heath,  13. 
Typhoid  Fever  :  Stirchley  Street,  1  ;  Selly  Oak  Infirmary,  2;  Rubery 
Hill  Asylum,  3.  Erysipelas  :  Northfield,  1  ;  King’s  Norton,  1  ; 
Beoley,  1.  An  increase  in  the  Zymotic  Death-rate  was  reported, 
due  to  measles,  10  deaths  having  occurred.  This  disease  had 
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extended  from  Stirchley  Street  to  Northfield  and  Bartley  Green. 
Five  deaths  from  this  cause  occurred  at  Bartley  Green.  The 
schools  at  the  latter  place  were  closed  for  three  weeks.  The 
cases  of  Diphtheria  increased,  but  the  mortality  was  less. 
Scarlet  Fever  also  increased,  due  to  five  cases  occurring  at  the 
Workhouse,  and  two  at  Rubery  Hill  Asylum.  [Influenza  and 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  continued  prevalent,  and  the 
death-rate  from  these  diseases  still  continued  high.  Hospital 
Report  :  12  cases  admitted,  14  discharged  cured,  leaving  21 

under  treatment.  A  case  admitted  developed  measles  soon  after 
admission,  and  was  found  to  have  brought  the  disease  in. 

May  14 th,  1900. — The  Birth-rate  was  32*87  ;  Death-rate,  11*42,  Zymotic 
Death-rate  0*9.  Notifications  26,  as  follows:  Scarlet  Fever,  12; 
Diphtheria,  1  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  1  ;  Erysipelas,  12.  The  Scarlet 
Fever  cases  occurred  as  follows  :  Moseley,  1  ;  Bournbrook,  5  ; 
Workhouse,  5 ;  Rubery  Hill  Asylum,  1.  Diphtheria  :  King’s 
Heath,  1.  Typhoid  Fever  :  Rubery,  1.  Erysipelas  :  Selly  Oak, 
2 ;  Northfield,  5  ;  Stirchley  Street,  2  ;  Ten  Acres,  1  ;  Bourn- 
brook,  1  ;  Workhouse,  1.  A  very  gratifying  reduction  in  the 
death-rate,  both  General  and  Zymotic,  was  the  chief  feature  of  this 
report.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  considerably  less,  only 
one  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred,  and  a  reduction  of  three  in 
Scarlet  Fever  was  recorded.  No  death  from  either  of  these 
diseases  took  place.  The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  the 
Workhouse  and  Bournbrook,  10  out  of  a  total  of  12  coming  from 
these  places.  Measles  continued  prevalent  at  Bartley  Green, 
Woodgate,  and  Moor  Street,  also  at  Northfield,  King’s  Norton,  and 
Stirchley.  I  attended  a  conference  with  your  Surveyor  on  the 
subject  of  dealing  with  “  Acid  Waste  ”  from  various  manufactories 
in  the  district.  Hospital  Report:  12  cases  admitted,  8  dis¬ 
charged  cured,  leaving  25  under  treatment. 

June  23rd,  1900. — The  Birth-rate  was  31*24,  Death-rate  11*50,  Zymotic 
Death-rate  0*7.  Notifications  17,  as  follows  :  Scarlet  Fever,  5  ; 
Diphtheria,  9  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  2  ;  Erysipelas,  1.  The  Scarlet 
Fever  cases  occurred  as  follows  :  Moseley,  1  ;  King’s  Heath,  2  ; 
Workhouse,  2.  Diphtheria  :  King’s  Heath,  9.  Typhoid  Fever  : 
Selly  Oak,  1  ;  Bournbrook,  1.  Erysipelas  :  Bournbrook,  1.  The 
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Death-rates  continued  very  satisfactory.  The  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  showed  a  very  gratifying  reduction,  being  17,  as 
compared  with  26.  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  less  than  half 
in  my  previous  report.  Diphtheria,  however,  increased,  but  no 
death  occurred  ;  all  the  latter  cases  were  at  King’s  Heath. 
Special  reference  was  made  respecting  these  fresh  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  and  disinfection  and  flushing  of  the  sewers  at  King’s 
Heath  was  advised.  Measles  continued  prevalent  at  Northfield, 
and  the  schools  were  closed  for  3  weeks.  The  disease  also  became 
prevalent  in  connection  with  the  Infants’  Department  at  the 
schools  in  Dawlish  Road,  Selly  Oak,  and  this  was  closed. 
Hospital  Report  :  5  cases  admitted,  13  discharged  cured,  1  died, 
leaving  16  under  treatment. 

July  '23rd,  1900. — The  Birth-rate  was  29*61,  Death-rate  9*79,  Zymotic 
Death-rate  0*4.  Notifications  15,  as  follows  :  Scarlet  Fever,  4  ; 
Diphtheria,  9;  Typhoid  Fever,  1;  Erysipelas,  1.  The  Scarlet 
Fever  cases  occurred  as  follows  :  Selly  Oak,  1  ;  Moseley,  1  ; 
King’s  Heath,  2.  Diphtheria  :  King’s  Heath,  6  ;  Bournville,  2  ; 
Bournbrook,  1.  Typhoid  Fever  :  Rubery  Hill  Asylum,  1. 
Erysipelas  :  Moseley,  1.  This  report  showed  very  favourable 
death-rates,  and  also  a  very  satisfactory  decline  in  the  number  of 
cases  reported.  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  the  same,  but  there 
was  a  reduction  of  3  at  King’s  Heath,  and  1  less  as  regards 
Scarlet  Fever.  In  reference  to  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  at  King’s 
Heath,  I  made  an  investigation  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
soil  from  King’s  Heath  Churchyard  was  removed  and  dealt  with, 
during  the  extension  of  the  Church,  as  it  was  alleged  it  might  be 
a  cause  of  the  cases.  I  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Cross,  your 
Surveyor,  and  as  a  result  of  my  enquiries  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  was  no  evidence  to  prove  that  this  matter  had  any 
connection  with  the  cases.  Hospital  Report  :  4  cases  admitted, 
12  discharged  cured,  leaving  8  under  treatment. 

August  25 th,  1900. — The  Birth-rate  was  28#90,  Death-rate  8*58,  Zymotic 
Death-rate  1*3.  Notifications  22,  as  follows:  Scarlet  Fever,  9; 
Diphtheria,  7  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  5  ;  Erysipelas,  1.  The  Scarlet- 
Fever  cases  occurred  as  follows  :  Selly  Oak,  2  ;  Selly  Park,  2  ; 
Moseley,  2  ;  King’s  Heath,  2  ;  Stirchley  Street,  1.  Diphtheria  : 
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Moseley,  1  ;  King’s  Heath,  4  ;  Weatheroak  Hill,  2.  Typhoid 
Fever  :  King’s  Heath,  1  ;  Stirchley  Street,  1  ;  Rubery  Hill 
Asylum,  3.  Erysipelas  :  Bournville,  1.  The  vital  statistics  for 
this  period  were  reported  as  favourable  on  the  whole.  The  general 
death-rate  was  lower  than  for  the  previous  month,  and  much 
lower  than  the  same  time  in  the  year  preceding.  The  Zymotic 
death-rate  was  slightly  in  excess,  but  considerably  less  than  for 
33  large  towns.  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  decreased,  while  the 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  increased.  Typhoid  Fever  showed  an  increase, 
due  to  3  cases  occurring  at  Rubery  Hill  Asylum.  Hospital 
Report :  10  cases  admitted,  2  discharged  cured,  leaving  16  under 
treatment. 

September  24 th,  1900. — The  Birth-rate  was  27*74,  Death-rate  10  95, 
Zymotic  Death-rate  1*8.  Notifications  22,  as  follows:  Scarlet 
Fever,  6  ;  Diphtheria,  5  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  7  ;  Erysipelas,  4.  The 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  occurred  as  follows  :  King’s  Heath,  1  ; 
Stirchley  Street,  1  ;  Bournbrook,  1  ;  Rednal,  2  ;  Cottage  Homes, 
Shenley  Fields,  1.  Diphtheria  :  Moseley,  1  ;  King's  Heath,  4. 
Typhoid  Fever  :  Selly  Oak,  1  ;  Bournville,  1  :  Tenacres,  1  ; 
Workhouse,  1  ;  Rubery  Hill  Asylum,  3.  Erysipelas  :  Selly  Park, 

1  ;  Stirchley  Street,  1  ;  King’s  Norton,  1  ;  Cotteridge,  1.  The 
foregoing  figures  were  considered  as  favourable  as  could  be 
expected  for  the  period  of  the  year,  when  so  much  disease  of  the 
Zymotic  class  was  prevalent,  notably  “  Diarrhoea.”  Mention  was 
made  of  the  high  mortality  from  this  cause  in  Birmingham  and 
the  country  generally,  while  in  our  district  the  mortality  was  very 
small.  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  declined.  Several  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  at  Wythall,  but  the  disease  did  not  spread. 
The  River  Rea  and  Bournville  streams  were  reported  upon,  and 
also  sewer  ventilation  at  King’s  Heath.  Hospital  Report :  6  cases 
admitted,  5  discharged  cured,  leaving  17  under  treatment. 

October  29th,  1900. — The  Birth-rate  was  27*98  ;  Death-rate  12*12 ; 

Zymotic  Death-rate  0*5.  Notifications  21,  as  follows  :  Scarlet 
Fever,  7  ;  Diphtheria,  5  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  5  ;  Erysipelas,  4.  The 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  occurred  as  follows  :  Selly  Park,l  ;  Northfield, 

2  ;  Moseley,  1  ;  Bournville,  2  ;  Bournbrook,  1.  Diphtheria  :  Selly 
Oak,  2  ;  King’s  Heath,  3.  Typhoid  Fever  :  Selly  Park,  1  ; 
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Stirchley  Street,  2  ;  Cotteridge,  1  ;  Bournbrook,  1.  Erysipelas  : 
Northfield,  1;  Stirchley  Street,  2;  Bournbrook,  1.  The  death- 
rates  connected  with  this  report  were  stated  to  be  favourable, 
more  particularly  the  Zymotic  death  rate,  which  was  very  low. 
Diphtheria,  so  far  as  King’s  Heath  was  concerned,  had  declined. 
Scarlet  Fever  was  one  in  excess  of  last  report  A  case  of  the 
latter  disease  was  imported  from  Wales,  and  as  it  was  connected 
with  a  private  school  at  Selly  Park,  the  school  was  closed  for  a 
fortnight  after  the  patient’s  removal  to  Hospital.  The  Latrines 
and  Urinals  at  King’s  Heath  Board  Schools  were  inspected  and 
reported  upon.  Hospital  Report  :  7  cases  admitted,  12  dis¬ 

charged  cured,  leaving  12  under  treatment. 

November  26th,  1900. — The  Birth-rate  was  28  9 1  ,  Death-rate  10*7, 
Zymotic  Death-rate  1  *3.  Notifications  40,  as  follows :  Scarlet 
Fever,  16  ;  Diphtheria,  9  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  9  ;  Erysipelas,  5  ; 
Puerperal  Fever,  1.  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  occurred  as  follows  : 
Selly  Oak,  1  ;  Moseley,  2  ;  King’s  Heath,  9  ;  Cotteridge,  1  ; 
Bournbrook,  1  ;  Dogpool,  1  ;  Rednal,  1.  Diphtheria  :  Selly 
Oak,  2;  Northfield,  1;  King’s  Heath,  5;  Stirchley  Street,  1. 
Typhoid  Fever  :  King’s  Heath,  3  ;  Stirchley  Street,  3  ;  King’s 
Norton,  1  ;  Selly  Oak  Infirmary,  2.  Erysipelas  :  Selly  Oak,  1 
Bournville,  1;  Bournbrook,  1  ;  King’s  Norton,  2.  Puerperal 
Fever:  Bournbrook,  1.  The  Death-rate  was  reported  as  satis¬ 
factory  as  compared  with  last  month  and  this  time  last  year.  The 
Zymotic  death  rate  increased,  which  was  due  to  Typhoid  Fever 
and  Diphtheria,  the  cases  notified  having  been  more  numerous. 
Scarlet  Fever  was  on  the  increase,  and  9  cases  out  of  16  occurred 
at  King’s  Heath.  Comments  were  made  on  the  increase  of 
Zymotic  disease  and  on  the  fact  that  there  was  a  large  number 
occurring  in  the  City  of  Birmingham  and  elsewhere.  Hospital 
Report :  15  cases  admitted,  l  discharged  cured,  leaving  26  under 
treatment. 

December  24 th,  1900. — The  Birth-rate  was  30‘08,  Death-rate  13*9,  Zymotic 
Death-rate  0‘9.  Notifications  31,  as  follows  :  Scarlet  Fever,  20; 
Diphtheria,  4 ;  Membranous  Croup,  1  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  3  ; 
Erysipelas,  3.  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  occurred  as  follows  : 
Selly  Oak,  1  ;  Selly  Park,  1  ;  King’s  Heath,  14  ;  King’s  Norton, 


34 


1  ;  Bournbrook,  2;  Woodgate,  1.  Diphtheria:  King’s  Heath,  4. 
Membranous  Croup  :  Stirchley  Street,  i.  Typhoid  fever  : 
Stirchley  Street,  2  ;  Selly  Oak  Infirmary,  1.  Erysipelas  :  Selly 
Oak,  1  ;  Moseley,  1  ;  Bourn ville,  1.  The  general  death-rate  was 
reported  as  slightly  increased  ;  the  Zymotic  death-rate  less.  Scarlet 
Fever  increased,  Diphtheria  declined.  Typhoid  Fever  also  less.  In 
consequence  of  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  having 
increased,  chiefly  at  King’s  Heath,  the  schools  at  this  place  were 
closed  for  3  weeks,  and  the  disease  rapidly  declined.  The  vital 
statistics  for  the  month  were  considered  favourable.  Hospital 
Report  :  19  cases  admitted,  6  discharged  cured,  1  died,  leaving  38 
under  treatment. 

January  2 Qth,  1901.  —  The  Birth-rate  was  24"96,  Death-rate  10‘05, 
Zymotic  Death-rate  D04.  Notifications  42,  as  follows  :  Scarlet 
Fever,  22  ;  Diphtheria,  8  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  5  ;  Erysipelas,  6  ; 
Puerperal  Fever,  1.  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  occurred  as  follows  : 
Selly  Oak,  1  ;  Moseley,  2  ;  King’s  Heath,  6  ;  Stirchley  Street.  3  ; 
Bournville,  2  ;  Cotteridge,  1  :  Bournbrook,  1  ;  Moseley  Hall 
Convalescent  Home,  5  ;  Bartley  Green,  1.  Diphtheria  :  Selly 
Oak,  1  ;  King’s  Heath,  3  ;  Cotteridge,  2 ;  Bournbrook,  2. 
Typhoid  Fever  :  Selly  Oak,  1  ;  Stirchley  Street,  1  ;  Selly  Oak 
Infirmary,  2;  Moseley  Hall  Convalescent  Home,  1.  Erysipelas: 
Northfield,  1  ;  Bournville,  1  ;  Cotteridge,  1  ;  Rednal,  1  ;  Bartley 
Green,  1  ;  Hay  Green,  1.  Puerperal  Fever:  Bournbrook,  1.  The 
vital  statistics  for  the  past  5  weeks  were  reported  favourable. 
Scarlet  Fever  increased,  but  this  was  not  due  to  the  recent  cases 
occurring  at  King’s  Heath,  but  to  a  sudden  outbreak  at  Moseley 
Hall  Convalescent  Home,  5  cases  being  reported  in  a  few  days. 
These  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  the  disease  at  once  ceased. 
Diphtheria  increased,  but  not  at  King’s  Heath.  The  Board 
Schools  at  King’s  Heath  were  reported  upon  by  Mr.  Lowcock, 
C.E.,  who  confirmed  the  opinion  previously  expressed  that  there 
was  nothing  to  cause  any  infectious  disease  there.  Hospital 
Report  :  24  cases  admitted,  19  discharged  cured,  leaving  43  under 
treatment. 

N.B. —  The  foregoing  rates  and  figures  are  not  intended  to  corre¬ 
spond  with  the  totals  for  the  year,  as  the  periods  of  the  reports  are  not 
identical  with  the  months. 
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HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACT. 

I  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  make  any  representation  so  far 
as  this  Act  is  concerned  during  the  year. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT 

In  reference  to  this  Act  your  Sanitary  Inspector  keeps  a  super¬ 
vision  over  the  various  Workshops  in  the  district.  No  special  action  has 
been  taken.  Number  inspected  14. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

These  have  been  visited  and  kept  in  order.  I  have  inspected 
several  plans  during  the  year,  which  have  been  submitted  for  the  erection 
of  new  ones,  including  the  sites  on  which  it  has  been  proposed  to  erect 
them,  and  reported  on  them. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

According  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report,  21  samples  have  been 
taken  for  analysis  ;  all  of  them  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

These  are  kept  under  supervision.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector 
reports  20  registered  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  STATE  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  the 
sanitary  condition  of  your  district  continues  to  improve,  and  much  good 
work  has  been  done. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  will  give  the  details,  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  not  only  have  a  considerable  number  of  nuisances  been 
removed,  but  a  good  many  structural  sanitary  defects  have  been  effected, 

The  chief  points  (that  I  have  in  my  previous  reports)  mentioned 
as  the  most  serious  sanitary  defects  are  the  nuisances  and  consequent 
danger  to  health  from  the  privy  middens. 

I  have  for  many  years  spoken  very  strongly  respecting  these  very 
objectionable  receptacles,  and  condemned  them.  I  consider  they  are 
creators  of  nuisances  and  factors  of  disease,  not  only  by  their  proximity  to 
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the  dwellings  of  the  people,  but  also  from  the  very  great  and  serious 
nuisance  which  occurs  when  they  are  being  emptied. 

The  present  mode  of  procedure  is  to  remove  the  refuse  from  the 
midden  privy  and  “  tip  ”  the  contents  on  the  roadway,  which  is  then  con¬ 
veyed  into  the  cart.  During  the  process  a  very  serious  and  dangerous 
nuisance  occurs,  and  the  atmosphere  is  contaminated  for  some  distance,  the 
road  moreover  where  the  refuse  has  been  deposited  remains  in  a  very 
offensive  state  for  some  time. 

This  condition  of  things  will  always  be  the  case  so  long  as  the  pre¬ 
sent  system  continues  in  operation. 

As  a  result  of  this  serious  condition  I  have  long  advocated  the 
abolition  of  all  midden  privies  and  recommended  that  water  closets  should 
be  substituted.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  active  work  is  going  on  in  this 
direction  and  many  of  these  objectionable  receptacles  are  being  converted 
into  water-closets. 

I  am  also  glad  to  say  that  in  most  of  the  new  buildings  erected, 
w.c.’s  are  now  provided. 

The  privy  midden  system  is  old  and  antiquated,  and  should  not 
be  tolerated,  when  we  can  avoid  it,  viz.  : — where  we  have  a  system  of 
sewerage  by  which  they  can  be  effectually  drained,  and  this  more  especially 
where  the  population  is  considerable. 

I  find  that  no  less  than  245  of  these  receptacles  have  been  con¬ 
verted  into  w.c.’s  or  slop  closets,  while  99  have  been  repaired,  so  that  we 
may  be  satisfied  that  we  shall  gradually  do  away  with  the  whole  of  them. 

In  the  rural  parts  of  your  district  the  old  system  still  prevails.  I 
do  not  attach  so  much  importance  to  these,  as  they  have  more  air  space 
and  the  population  is  sparse. 

I  hope,  however,  that  in  time  we  shall  see  the  last  of  them. 

The  “  Dry  Earth  ”  system  has  for  many  years  been  advocated, 
and  in  rural  districts  there  is  much  to  be  said  in  its  favour,  but  in  order  to 
make  it  a  success  it  must  be  thoroughly  carried  out,  and  I  am  afraid  we 
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cannot  hope  for  the  present  to  see  this  done,  as  it  requires  a  good  deal  of 
labour  and  expense  if  it  is  to  be  successful. 

As  regards  the  dwellings  of  the  people,  a  matter  of  vital  impor¬ 
tance,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  a  better  type  of  building  is  now  being 
erected,  and  I  believe  a  proper  supervision  over  their  construction  is  being 
maintained,  and  under  your  new  “Bye-Laws’7  houses  of  a  better  class 
will  be  erected. 

I  have  on  many  occasions  had  to  complain  of  buildings  being  put 
up  essentially  of  the  “  Jerry  Type,”  and  have  mentioned  that  in  the  near 
future  we  should  have  much  trouble  to  keep  them  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

With  improved  buildings  we  may  expect  less  disease  and  better 
health  generally  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  emphasise  the  importance  of  good  dwellings 
with  every  sanitary  provision  in  connection  with  them.  There  is  nothing 
more  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  people  than  a  good  sanitary  dwelling, 
and  by  this  I  mean  that  the  domestic  offices  and  drainage  should  be 
efficiently  carried  out.  I  have  in  my  previous  reports  made  mention  of 
the  Model  Buildings  on  the  Estate,  which  has  been  laid  out  by  Mr.  George 
Cadbury,  and  I  cannot  refrain  from  again  mentioning  how  much  I  admire 
the  system  he  has  adopted. 

The  object  of  the  dwellings  has  been  to  give  plenty  of  light  and 
air  with  a  good  deal  of  air  space  to  each  house,  with  sufficient  land  adjoin¬ 
ing,  and  so  ensure  a  “  Breathing  Lung  ”  for  the  inhabitants  of  these 
houses. 

& 

The  houses  are,  moreover,  built  on  modern  principles,  and  no 
pains  have  been  spared  to  make  them  as  dry  and  free  from  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions  as  possible.  In  addition,  open  spaces  have  been  laid  out,  so  that 
at  all  times  there  can  never  be  any  danger  of  increasing  the  density  of  the 
population  over  the  area  on  which  the  buildings  have  been  erected. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  these  dwellings,  and  I  can  only  hope 
that  we  may  be  able  to  keep  all  dwellings  as  far  as  possible  up  to  this 
standard. 
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The  drainage  of  the  district  continues  to  receive  your  careful 
attention.  Sewer  extensions  continue  to  be  made  when  necessary,  and 
every  care  is  taken  in  the  house  connections,  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  have  to  congratulate  the 
Council  on  the  completion  of  their  sewer  connections' with  the  sewers  of 
the  City  of  Birmingham,  which  you  have  accomplished  during  the  past 
year 

This  question  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  of  your  district  has  been 
a  very  complex  one,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  acquiring  sufficient  land  on 
which  to  treat  the  sewage  of  your  district,  and  this  had  been  rendered 
more  difficult  by  the  rapid  increase  of  the  population. 

I  consider  in  obtaining  the  necessary  power  from  the  Local 
Government  Board,  which  enables  the  whole  of  your  district  to  be  included 
in  the  drainage  area  of  the  Tame  and  Rea  Drainage  Board,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  works  you  have  accomplished,  and  will  have  a  far  reaching 
and  beneficial  effect  on  the  healthiness  of  your  district  and  consequently  on 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

SEWER  VENTILATION. 

This  question  has  occupied  the  anxious  thought  and  consideration 
of  the  Council  for  some  time  past,  and  the  Public  Works  Committee,  with 
your  Surveyor  (Mr.  Cross),  have  devised  a  scheme  of  sewer  ventilation 
and  automatic  flushing,  which  has  been  embodied  in  a  very  able  and 
exhaustive  report. 

This  report  I  have  carefully  considered,  and  believe  it  will  solve  a 
very  difficult  problem  when  the  work  is  carried  out.  Much  could  be  said 
on  the  subject,  but  more  need  not  be  said  in  this  report  except  to  say  that 
it  reflects  great  credit  on  all  concerned  in  working  out  the  proposed  plan. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  question  of  the  removal  of  house  refuse  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance,  more  especially  in  connection  with  the  privy  middens. 
I  find  during  the  year  no  fewer  than  2,284  notices  have  been  received  for 
the  removal  of  refuse. 
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This  work  is  done  for  the  more  populous  parts  of  the  district  by 
your  own  staff  and  your  own  horses  and  carts,  and  is  disposed  of  by  being 
carted  to  the  various  “  tips  ”  in  the  distiict.  As  far  as  the  system  goes 
the  work  has  been  carried  out  as  well  as  we  can  expect,  and  if  we  had 
nothing  but  the  contents  of  “  ash  tubs  ”  to  deal  with,  not  much  nuisance 
would  be  caused.  We  have,  however,  to  deal  with  the  contents  of  the 
midden  privies,  and  the  removal  and  disposal  of  this  refuse  is  fraught 
with  considerable  danger  to  the  public  health,  both  at  the  time  of  removal, 
to  the  occupiers  of  the  houses  and  also  to  people  walking  along  the  road, 
by  the  place  where  the  refuse  has  been  tipped,  as  I  have  before  mentioned. 
A  serious  nuisance  is  also  caused  at  the  tip,  and  complaints  have  been 
made  respecting  them,  both  at  California  and  King’s  Heath. 

I  am  aware  much  has  been  done  to  lessen  the  evil  by  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  privies  into  water  closets,  and  as  we  gradually  abolish  them,  we 
sha  effect  a  great  sanitary  improvement. 

In  further  connection  with  this  subject,  I  have  in  my  previous 
reports  impressed  upon  the  Council  the  desirability  of  providing  a 
‘k  destructor  ”  for  the  district,  and  so  do  away  with  the  tips  altogether. 
I  know  this  matter  is  now  receiving  your  serious  attention,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  it  will  very  soon  assume  a  practical  form  by  one  being  put  down. 
I  need  not  go  further  into  this  matter,  as  it  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
discussion,  and  I  have  previously  reported  on  it,  I  can  only  add  that  to 
my  mind  this  is  the  only  solution  of  the  present  state  of  things,  and  if 
carried  out  will  be  the  means  of  doing  away  with,  nuisances  of  a  serious 
character,  and  which  are  constantly  recurring  and  cannot  otherwise  be 
prevented. 


PUBLIC  CEMETERIES. 

The  two  Public  Cemeteries  which  you  have  provided  for  your 
district  are  a  great  sanitary  provision,  by  enabling  you  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  a  rapidly-growing  population,  as  most  of  the  burial 
grounds  connected  with  various  churches  were  rapidly  becoming  filled  up 
when  I  first  drew  your  attention  to  this  most  important  matter.  I  con¬ 
sider  the  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  in  providing  such  ample  accom¬ 
modation,  and  by  having  the  grounds  laid  out  in  the  manner  they  have 
done. 
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PUBLIC  MORTUARIES. 

This  is  a  matter  which  has  occupied  my  mind  for  a  long  time,  and 
I  have  made  reports  to  you  bearing  upon  it. 

I  consider  the  time  has  come  when  at  least  two  Mortuaries  should 
as  early  as  possible  be  provided  for  the  more  populous  parts  of  the  district, 

viz.,  one  should  be  erected  at  Selly  Oak  and  another  at  King’s  Heath. 
Cases  are  frequently  occurring  of  bodies  being  found  in  the  Canal  and 
deaths  from  accident,  and  these  bodies  have  to  be  taken  to  the  nearest 
“  Public  Houses,”  and  the  accommodation  there  provided  is  usually  some 
old  shed  or  outhouse,  which  to  my  mind,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  cannot 
be  satisfactory  to  the  governing  body  of  the  district.  Moreover,  these  places 
are  usually  so  dark,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a  medical  man  to 
properly  examine  the  body,  and  so  enable  him  to  form  a  correct  idea  of 
the  cause  of  death,  and  in  cases  where  a  “  Post  Mortem”  examination  has 
to  be  made  it  is  almost  impracticable  and  attended  with  very  great 
difficulty. 

I  hope,  therefore,  the  Council  will  take  this  important  matter 
into  their  serious  consideration,  and  carry  it  out.  I  think  the  two  I  have 
mentioned,  and  the  localities,  would  answer  the  purpose  for  some  time  to 
come. 

POLLUTION  OF  THE  RIVER  REA. 

The  condition  of  this  stream  has  occupied  my  serious  attention, 
and  I  have  made  inspections  of  it  from  time  to  time  during  the  year.  I 
made  a  report  to  you  in  July  last,  and  also  in  September,  calling  your 
attention  to  the  very  foul  state  of  the  stream,  caused  by  diminished 
rainfall  and  the  hot  weather.  I  may  say  so  far  as  the  summer  period 
is  concerned,  the  state  of  the  stream  has  been  about  the  same  as  in  former 
years. 

I  have  conferred  with  Mr.  Fosbroke,  County  Medical  Officer,  and 
your  Surveyor,  in  reference  to  this  matter.  I  may  say  that  during  the 
winter  months  there  is  not  much  to  complain  of,  owing  to  increased 
rainfall  and  cool  weather. 
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During  the  past  year,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  a  very  great  step 
towards  keeping  this  stream  free  from  pollution  has  been  taken  by 
connecting  the  sewers  of  this  part  of  your  district  with  the  city  of 
Birmingham,  and  you  have  now  obtained  the  power  to  convey  all  the 
sewage  of  your  district  into  the  sewers  of  the  Tame  and  Rea  Drainage 
Board.  I  consider  this  one  of  the  most  important  sanitary  provisions  that 
has  been  accomplished  since  the  authority  was  established.  We  can  now 
safely  say  that  whatever  pollution  of  this  stream  is  found,  it  cannot  be 
laid  to  the  door  of  the  Council. 

It  will  now  be  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  see  that  the  manu¬ 
facturers  of  the  district  do  not  pollute  the  stream,  by  rendering  their 
effluent  as  pure  as  possible. 

In  connection  with  effluents  from  manufactories,  I  have  attended 
a  conference  at  the  Council  House,  with  your  Surveyor,  on  the  best  means 
of  dealing  with  “  Acid  Waste  ”  from  the  various  works  before  it  passes 
into  a  stream.  I  hope  good  will  accrue  from  the  conference. 

In  reference  to  the  pollution  of  streams  generally,  I  had  to  report 
on  the  serious  condition  of  the  stream  from  Bournville,  a  representation 
was  made  to  those  who  we  considered  were  causing  the  pollution.  I  am 
glad  to  say,  at  the  present  time,  the  stream  is  in  a  fair  condition. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  6  samples  have  been  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst,  5  from  wells  and  1  from  a  public  spring  at  the  top  end  of  Rubery 
Village,  with  the  following  results  :  The  spring  water  was  found  fit  for 
drinking  purposes,  but  the  well  waters  were  all  more  or  less  contaminated 
and  unfit  for  drinking,  which  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  Table  xii. 

HOSPITAL  REPORT. 

During  the  year  119  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  admitted  as 
compared  with  63  for  the  year  1899.  No  cases  of  Smallpox  have  been 
admitted,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  this  disease  lias  not  occurred  in  your 
district  during  the  year.  One  of  the  cases  admitted  proved  to  be  Measles, 
and  was  immediately  discharged.  This  child  came  from  Stirchley  Street. 
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Of  the  cases  admitted  5  came  from  outside  your  district,  viz.,  Clent  3, 
Redditch  2. 

You  will  observe  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
admitted  of  56  over  last  year.  The  number  of  deaths  occurring,  however, 
is  the  same,  viz,,  2,  which  is  very  satisfactory. 

The  foregoing  figures  represent  a  death-rate  of  1*6  per  cent,  as 
compared  with  3  1  for  last  year,  a  most  satisfactory  record  indeed,  and  I 
may  add  one  of  these  deaths  occurred  to  a  child  14  months  old,  who  came 
in  from  the  Workhouse,  and  was  suffering  from  a  wasting  disease  before 
the  fever  was  contracted. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  the  work  of  the  Hospital  has  gone  on  satis¬ 
factorily  during  the  year. 

I  have  conferred  with  your  Hospital  Sub-Committee  from  time  to 
time,  and  discussed  any  matters  of  importance  which  have  arisen. 

The  question  of  treating  cases  of  Diphtheria  has  come  before  the 
Committee  and  also  the  Council  during  the  year,  and  as  a  result  of 
enquiries  made,  it  was  decided  to  defer  the  matter  for  the  present 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  Hospital  has  now  been  re-drained 
and  connected  with  the  sewer.  This  is  a  most  important  work  in  connection 
with  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Institution. 

The  provision  of  Water  Closets  in  lieu  of  the  present  “  pans  ”  is 
also  to  be  at  once  carried  out. 

The  building  of  additional  Bath  Rooms  will  also  very  shortly  be 
attended  to.  It  has  also  been  decided  to  lay  on  the  Corporation  water, 
and  also  the  gas.  A  wise  decision,  as  it  is  very  important  that  the 
Hospital  should  always  have  a  plentiful  supply  of  water,  and  gas  will  be 
more  safe  and  reliable  than  the  present  lamps. 

DISINFECTION  OF  BEDDING  AND  CLOTHING. 

In  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Hospital,  I  am  pleased  to  say 
the  new  “  Disinfector  ”  has  continued  to  do  its  work  satisfactorily,  and 
during  the  year  the  following  articles  have  been  disinfected,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  return  supplied  to  me  by  Miss  Cooper,  the 
Matron. 


Disinfecting  from  January  1st,  1900,  to  December  31st,  1900. 


177  Lots  and  8  lots  destroyed. 

154  Beds,  some  Feather  and  some  Flock  ...  ...  154 

63  Mattresses  . .  ...  ...  . .  ...  . .  63 

170  Bolsters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  170 

280  Pillows  .  280 

37  Counterpanes  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

33  Blankets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

7  Bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

6  Carpets  ...  ...  ...  . . ,  ...  ...  6 

6  Coats  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  6 

2  Waistcoats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

1  Pair  Trousers . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2  Dresses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

4  Curtains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

7  Cushions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

2  Baskets  of  Clothes  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  ...  774 


And  in  addition  several  odd  lots  of  wearing  apparel. 

M.  COOPER,  Mat.  on. 

The  following  table  gives  the  details  of  the  cases  during  the  year  : 
WEST  HEATH  HOSPITAL  RETURNS,  1900. 

Public  Outside 

Institutions.  Districts. 


n 

W 

1— 1 

hJ 

1—1 

Selly  Oak. 

Selly  Park. 

- _ _ 

Tenacres. 

o 

O 

So 

o 

p 

Stirchley  Street. 

Bourn  ville. 

The  Cotteridge. 

King’s  Norton. 

Moseley. 

King’s  Heath. 

North  field. 

Turve’s  Gre  n. 

Bartley  Green. 

cS 

g 

* 

Selly  Oak  Infirmary. 

The  Workhouse. 

Fever  Hospital. 

Cottage  Homes. 

Rubery  Hill  Asylum. 

Clent. 

Redditch. 

TOTALS. 

1900. 

Jan. 

3 

.. 

1 

5 

6 

1 

.  . 

16 

Feb. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

4 

Mar. 

.  . 

i 

*6 

1 

1 

9 

2 

13 

April 

2 

'  ' 

5 

. 

7 

May 

3 

•• 

4 

1 

6 

i 

2 

13 

June 

1 

2 

3 

J  uly 

1 

i 

9 

i 

1 

6 

Aug. 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

7 

Sept. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

10 

Oct. 

1 

1 

. 

i 

3 

Nov. 

3 

1 

1 

19 

1 

25 

Dec. 

2 

1 

1 

i 

7 

12 

Total 

| 

17 

6 

— 

1 

9 

2 

3 

13 

39 

— 

2 

1 

3 

2 

11 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

119 

*  One  of  these  cases  was  found  to  be  Measles,  and  was  at  once  sent  home. 
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I  think  it  will  be  interesting  to  publish  a  table  which  I  drew  up 
•and  forwarded  to  each  member  of  the  Council,  setting  forth  the  work  of 
the  Hospital  since  it  was  opened  in  1889. 


WEST  HE4TH  HOSPITAL  RETURNS. 


Year. 

Number  of  Cases. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Small  Pox. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Balsall  Heath. 

Har  borne. 

Edgbaston. 

Birmingham. 

Droitwich. 

Bromsgrove. 

Barnt  Green. 

Tardebigge. 

Bellbroughton. 

Stoke  Prior. 

Redditch. 

Haglcy. 

Alvechurch. 

Billesley  Common.  1 

Hopwood. 

Quinton. 

Smethwick. 

Bentley. 

Clent. 

Halesowen. 

Weatheroak  Hill.  1 

Lickey  End. 

Stourbridge. 

1889 

j.56 

156 

— 

3 

66 

9 

1 

12 

.  . 

■ 

1890 

371 

371 

— 

13 

153 

48 

1891 

163 

156 

7 

a3 

63 

15 

1892 

106 

106 

— 

— 

.. 

1893 

256 

243 

13 

61 

7 

4 

1 

1894 

180 

146 

34 

c5 

4 

1 

2 

14 

1895 

147 

136 

11 

db 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1896 

288 

288 

4 

2 

6 

'  * 

2 

1897 

306 

306 

— 

9 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1898 

127 

127 

5 

1 

i 

2 

n 

9, 

J 

3 

1899 

63 

63 

— 

2 

.  , 

.  . 

i 

i 

1900 

119 

119 

2 

9 

o 

Totals 

2,282 

2,217 

65 

52 

282 

72 

1 

14 

8 

19 

1 

5 

2 

14 

6 

3 

4 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

17 

4 

1 

1 

3 

a  2  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Small  Pox.  6  Scarlet  Fever,  c  1  Scarlet  Fever,  4  Small  Pox.  d  Scarlet  Fever. 

From  the  foregoing  table  you  will  observe  that  the  results  obtained 


are  most  satisfactory,  and  the  figures  below  show  a  most  remarkable  record 
for  an  Institution  of  this  kind,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  no  similar 
Institution  has  a  better. 

The  Death-rate  for  Scarlet  Fever  is,  ...  2'1  per  cent. 

The  Death-rate  for  Smallpox  is  ...  7*69  per  cent. 

Taking  the  whole  of  the  cases  admitted  with  both  diseases, 

The  Death-rate  is  ...  ...  ...  2*2  per  cent. 

Whatever  may  be  said  concerning  the  management  of  the 
Hospital,  I  consider  the  report  generally  proves  that  everything  has  been 
done  that  could  possibly  be  expected,  and  I  consider  reflects  the  highest 
credit  on  all  those  concerned  in  the  conduct  and  management  of  the 
Institution. 
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SANITARY  WORK. 

From  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  returns,  and  my  remarks  on  the 
work  accomplished,  you  will  see  that  a  good  deal  of  work  has  been  done, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  much  of  the  work  has  been  of  a  structural  character, 
by  the  conversion  of  midden  privies  into  waterclosets. 

In  connection  with  the  work  of  this  department,  which  naturally 
goes  on  increasing,  I  wish  to  point  out  that  I  consider  you  will  very  soon 
require  to  increase  your  staff,  in  order  that  a  regular  system  of  house-to- 
house  inspection  may  be  made  and  kept  up. 

I  consider  this  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  I  am  frequently 
reminded  by  your  inspector  that  an  addition  to  his  staff  is  required. 

SURVEYORS  DEPARTMENT. 

In  this  department  I  have  again  to  record  a  large  amount  of  work 
accomplished.  I  find  no  less  than  233  plans  for  734  houses,  7  public 
buildings,  6  factories,  workshops,  and  warehouses,  together  with  97 
alterations  have  passed  through  the  office.  These  figures  are  not  so  large 
as  those  of  last  year,  but  they  represent  a  very  active  state  of  work,  so  far 
as  buildings  are  concerned. 

We  have  also  to  bear  in  mind  the  work  in  connection  with  sewer 
extensions,  public  improvements,  new  roads,  &c. 

This  report  completes  the  annals  of  the  old  century,  and  is  the 
last  to  be  made  on  figures  based  on  the  census  of  1891.  We  shall  shortly 
have  a  new  census  taken,  and  be  able  to  base  our  calculations  on  absolute 
figures.  I  trust  that  we  shall  have  as  satisfactory  results  in  the  new 
century  as  we  have  had  in  the  last  29  years  of  the  old,  since  the  work  of 
Local  Government  in  your  district  commenced. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  HOLLINSHEAD,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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*  One  of  these  Cases  proved  to  be  Measles  on  examination  at  the  Hospital,  and  was  at  once  sent  home. 


TABLE  TV. — Causes  of ,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1900. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at 

Deaths  in  Localities 

subjoined  Ages. 

(at  all  ages.) 
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Small-pox 
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1 

Scarlet  fever 

2 
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Croup 
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Diarrhoea.  (See 
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Other  septic 

6 

... 

1 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

... 
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Venereal  diseases. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Premature  birth... 
Diseases  and  acci- 

42 

42 

20 

22 

... 

... 

dents  of  parturi 
tion 

8 

1 

7 

IT 

/ 

1 
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All  other  causes  ... 
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12 

37 

Sotes. — {a)  The  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  beyond  the  limits  o 


the  district 


are  included  in  this  table,  and  deaths  of  non-residents  which  occurred 


in  the  district  are  excluded. 

( b . )  Deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  in  Public  Institutions  are  allotted  to 
the  respective  localities  according  to  the  addresses  of  the  deceased  as 
given  by  the  Registrar,  and  in  addition,  are  classified  under  “Public 
Institutions.” 

(c. )  Under  the  heading  of  “  Diarrhoea  ”  are  included  deaths  certified  as  from 
Diarrhoea,  alone  or  in  combination  with  some  other  cause  of  ill-defined 
nature  ;  and  also  deaths  certified  as  from 
Epidemic  Enteritis,  J  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  Summer  Diarrhoea. 

Zymotic  Enteritis.  |  Dysentery  and  Dysenteric  Darrhoea. 

(d.)  Under  tfie  heading  of  “  Enteritis  ”  are  included  deaths  as  certified  from 
Gastro-Enteritis,  Muco-Enteritis  and  Gastric  Catarrh. 
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TABLE  V. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1900. 

Note.— The  Death s  of  Non-Resident*  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  situated  in  the  District  arc  included ,  and  also  the  Deaths 
of  Residents  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  situated  beyond  the  limits  of  the  District. 


I.  Specific  Febrile  or  Zymotic  M  F 

Diseases  . 18 

II.  Parasitic  Diseases 

III.  Dietic  Diseases .  1 

IV.  Constitutional  Diseases . 3 

V.  Developmental  Diseases  25  1!) 

VI.  Local  Diseases  ...  ...  ...51  35 

VII  Deaths  from  Violence . 5  2 

VIII.  Deaths  from  Ill-defined  and  not 

Specified  Causes  . 25  19 

Totals . 127  S8 

I.— Specific  Febrile  or  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

1.  -Miasmatic  Diseases. 

I  Vaccinated  . 

Smallpox  ...4  Unvaccinated  . 

(  No  Statement . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Typhus  . 

\Vrhooping  Cough . 

Diphtheria . . 

Membranous  Croup  ...  . 

Simple  continued  and  Ill-defined  Fever 
Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

Influenza . 

Other  Miasmatic  Diseases 


2.— Diarriiceal  Diseases. 

Simple  Cholera  . 

Diarrhcea,  Dysentery 


3. — Malarial  Diseases. 

Remittent  Fever  ... 

-Ague  . 

4.  — Zoogenous  Diseases. 

•Cowpox  and  effects  of  Vaccination  ... 
■Other  Diseases  (e.g.,  Hydrophobia,' 

danders,  Splenic  Fever)  . I 

5. — Venereal  Diseases. 

Syphilis  . i 

Gonoirhcea,  Stricture  of  Urethra 


M  F 
14  15 


6  11 
14  16 


8  '8 

1 


M  F  M 
5  2  3 


6. — Septic  Diseases. 

Erysipelas . 

Pyiemia)  Septic«emia 
Puerperal  Fever  ... 


II.— Parasitic  Diseases. 

Thrush,  and  other  Vegetable  Parasitic 

Diseases . 

Worms,  Hydatids,  and  other  Animal 
Purasitic  Diseases  . 


III.  -Dietic  Diseases. 

Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Starvation 

•Scurvy  . 

•Chronic  Alcoholism  . 

Delirium  Tremens 


IV. -Constitutional  Diseases. 

Rheumatic  Fever,  Rheumatism  of  the 

Heart  . 

Rheumatism  . 

Gout  . 

Rickets  . 

•Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

Tabes  Mesenterica  . 

Tubercular  Meningitis,  Hydrocephalus 

Phthisis  . 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  Scrofula. 
Purpura,  Hemorrhagic  Diathesis 
Aniemia,  Chlorosis,  Leucocytluemia  . 
Glycosuria,  Diabetes  Mellitus  ... 

•Other  Constitutional  Diseases  ... 


V  —Developmental  Diseases. 

Premature  Birth . 

Atelectasis . 

Congenital  Malformation  • 

Old  Age  . 


23  19 

1 


VI  —  Local  Diseases. 

1. — Diseases  ok  Nervous  System. 
Inflammation  of  Brain  or  Membranes... 
Apoplexy,  Softening  of  Brain,  Hemi¬ 
plegia,  Brain  Paralysis  . 

Insanity,  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 

Epilepsy  . 

Convulsions 
Laryngismus  Stridulus  (Spasm  ofGlottis) 
Disease  of  Spinal  Cord,  Paraplegia, 

Paralysis  Agitans  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 


2.— Diseases  of  Organs  ok  Special  Sense 
(e.g.,  of  Ear,  Eye,  Nose) . 

3.  — Diseases  ok  Circulatory  System. 

Pericarditis  . 

Acute  Endocarditis  . 

Valvular  Diseases  of  Heart  . I 

Other  Diseases  of  Heart  . 

Aneurism  ... 

Embolism,  Thrombosis  .  .;  . ! 

Other  Diseases  of  Bloodvessels 

4. _1)ISeases  of  Respiratory  System. 

Laryngitis ...  ..  . | 

Croup  . 

Emphysema,  Asthma  . 

Bronchitis . 

Pneumonia... 

Pleuvisv  -. 

■Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System... 
Carried  forward 
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16  11 
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5. — Diseases  ok  Digestive  System. 

Brought  forward  . . . 

Dentition . 

Sore  Throat,  Quinsy  . 

Diseases  of  Stomach  . 

Enteritis . 

Obstructive  Diseases  of  Intestine 
Peritonitis... 

Ascites  . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 


6.— Diseases  ok  Lymphatic  System. 
(e.g.,  of  Lymphatics  and  of  Spleen) 


7. — Diseases  ok  Gland-like  Organs 
of  Uncertain  Use. 

(e.g.,  Bronchocele,  Addison’s  Disease). 


8.— Diseases  of  Urinary  System. 

Nephritis . 

Bright’s  Disease,  Albuminaria  ... 
Disease  of  Bladder  or  of  Prostate 
Other  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  System. 


9.  — Diseases  of  Reproductive  System, 
a.  Of  Organs  of  Generation. 

Male  Organs  . 

Female  Organs  . 

b.  Of  Parturition. 

Abortion,  Miscarriage  ... 

Puerperal  Convulsions  . 

Placenta  prievia,  Flooding 
Other  Accidents  of  Child  Birth 


10.— Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints. 

Caries,  Necrosis . 

Arthritis,  Ostitis,  Periostitis 
Other  Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints 


190160 17  17 


11.— Diseases  of  Integumentary 
System. 

Carbuncle,  Phlegmon  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Integumentary  Syste 

VII  — Deaths  from  Violence. 

1. — Accident  or  Negligence. 
Fractures  and  Contusions 

Gunshot  Wounds . 

Cut,  Stab . 

Burn,  Scald 
Poison 

Drowning  ... 

Suffocation . 

Otherwise  ... 


2. — Homicide. 


Manslaughter 

Murder 


Gunshot  Wounds  ... 
Cut,  Stab  .. 

Poison  . 

Drowning  ... 
Hanging 

Otherwise . 


4. — Execution. 


Hanging 


VIII.— Deaths  from  Ill-defined  and 
not  Specified  Causes. 

Dropsy  . 

Debility,  Atrophy,  Inanition 
Mortification 

Tumour  . . 

Abscess  . 

Haemorrhage  . 

Sudden  Deatli  (cause  not  ascertained) 
Causes  not  Specified  or  Ill-defined 
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SUMMARY  OF  TABLE  V. 


No.  of 
Deaths 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

I.-  Specific  Febrile  or  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Brought  forward. 

727 

1.  Miasmatic  Diseases 

57 

VI.— Local  Diseases— continued. 

la.  Influenza  ... 

24 

5.  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

67 

2.  Diarriiceal  Diseases 

12 

6.  Diseases  of  Lymphatic  System 

- 

3.  Malarial  ,, 

- 

7.  Diseases  of  Gland-like  Organs  of  Uncertain  U 

— 

4.  Zoogenous  „ 

- 

8.  Diseases  of  Urinary  Organs 

28 

5.  Venereal  ,, 

•2 

9.  Diseases  of  Reproductive  System. 

6.  Septic  „ 

6 

(a).  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Generation 

- 

II.— Parasitic  Diseases 

- 

(b).  Diseases  of  Parturition 

8 

III.— Dietic  Diseases 

6 

10.  Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints 

4 

IV.— Constitutional  Diseases 

149 

11.  Diseases  of  Integumentary  System 

3 

V.— Developmental  Diseases 

115 

VII.— Violence. 

VI.— Local  Diseases. 

1.  Accident  or  Negligence  ... 

19 

1.  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

95 

2.  Homicide 

- 

2.  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Special  Sense 

- 

3.  Suicide 

6 

3.  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

104 

4.  Execution 

- 

4.  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

157 

VIII.— Ill-defined  and  not  Specified  Causes 

60 

Carried  forward 

727 

Total  ...  ... 

922 
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TABLE  VII. 


Showing  the  Population ,  Inhabited  Houses ,  Marriages ,  Births  and  Deaths 

for  the  Year  1900,  and  10  years  preceding. 

GROSS  NUMBERS. 


No.  of 
Inhabited 
Houses. 

Corrected  No.  of  Deaths. 

Deaths  in  | 

The 

Year. 

Population. 

Marriages. 

Registered 

Births. 

Total 
All  Ages. 

Under 
One  Year. 

Under 
Five  Years 

Public 
Institu-  J 
tions.  | 

1900 

60, 00 

13,357 

344 

1,651 

922 

215 

295 

226 

1899 

55,750 

12,995 

309 

1,546 

755 

187 

252 

182 

1898 

48,500 

12,165 

344 

1,332 

652 

171 

229 

141 

1897 

42,700 

11,055 

237 

1,149 

643 

170 

228 

163 

1896 

38,117 

9,919 

259 

1,031 

541 

122 

178 

124 

1895 

34,127 

8,520 

172 

1,010 

499 

108 

153 

123 

1894 

30,977 

8,070 

173 

785 

442 

90 

124 

145 

1893 

29,884 

7,537 

151 

834 

537 

114 

141 

117 

1892 

28,562 

7,262 

168 

837 

474 

92 

121 

120 

1891 

28,300 

7,009 

147 

735 

427 

81 

104 

107 

1890 

28,396 

6,442 

157 

657 

419 

79 

116 

101 

Average  I 
of  10  1 

years,  | 
1890-99.  J 

36,531  3 

9,097-4 

211-7 

991-6 

538-9 

121-4 

164-6 

132-3 

NOTES. 


1.  Population  at  Census,  1891. — 28,300. 

2.  Average  No.  of  Persons  in  each  house  at  Census,  1891. — 4 ‘03. 

3.  Area  of  District  in  acres. — 21,636. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1900. 


Systematic  Inspection 
House  accommodation 
Overcrowding- 
Drainage  ... 

Water  supply 


Excrement  disposal 
Scavenging- 

Burial  Grounds  and  Mortuarie 

Canal  Boats 

Bakehouses 

Slaughter-houses . 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Tenement  Lodging  Houses 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Offensive  Trades  ... 


Regularly  carried  out. 

Quite  sufficient. 

One  case  abated. 

Continues  to  be  extended  in  various  parts  of  the 
district. 

Provided  for  Bartley  Green  and  the  Lickey.  Six 
samples  have  been  analysed,  and  tap  water  laid 
on  m  all  cases  where  the  supply  can  be  obtained 
and  the  wells  proved  to  be  polluted.  Water 
Mains  continue  to  be  extended  in  the  district. 

For  most  part  into  the  sewers. 

Carried  out  by  the  District  Council  for  greater  part 
of  District,  and  conveyed  to  Tips. 

Mortuaries  required. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  appointed. 

Visited  and  kept  in  order. 

Inspected. 

None. 

None. 

Surveyor  appointed,  and  Inspectors  as  assistants. 

No  complaints,  except  as  to  Smoke,  and  pollution 
of  River  Rea. 


Sale  of  Food  and  1  rugs  Acts 

Food  unfit  for  human  consump' 
tion 

Bye-Laws  ... 

River  Pollution . 

Industries  ... 


Vans  and  Tents 
Fruit  Pickers 


No  prosecutions  during  the  year. 


Two  cases. 

lor  new  Streets  and  Buildings,  Common  Lodging 
Houses,  Slaughter-houses,  Hackney  Carriages'’ 
Nuisances,  Footpaths  and  Pavements,  Scaveng¬ 
ing,  &c. 

The  River  Rea  ;  receiving  due  consideration  ; 

L.  G.  B.  enquiry  held,  and  injunction  obtained. 

I  wo  Paper  Works,  Cocoa  Manufactory,  Brewerv 
several  Metal  Works,  one  Enamel  Works  one 
Cycle  Components  Works,  one  Tin  Printing,  and 
one  Gun  Factory. 

Inspected  when  in  district. 

None. 


Dept,  of  Insp.  of  Nuisances 

Special  Reports  of  M.  0.  H. 
during  the  year 

Vaccination  Acts  ... 

Other  points 


No.  of  Notices  served  and  Letters  written— 3372 
,,  Legal  Proceedings  taken— 1. 

0rHeathDiphtheria’  ^  °ne  °n  Property  at  King’s 

Carried  out  as  well  as  possible  ;  statistics  given. 


TABLE  IX— VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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TABLE  X. 


Showing  the  member  of  Deaths  at  all  ages  in  1900,  from  certain  groups 
of  Diseases ,  and  proportions  to  1,000  population ,  and  to  1,000  Deaths 
from  all  causes ;  also  the  number  oj  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 
of  age  from  other  groups  of  Diseases ,  and  proportions  to  1,000  Births 
and  to  1,000  Deaths  from  all  causes  under  one  year. 


DIVISION  I. 

(Adults). 

Total 

Deaths. 

Deaths  per 
1,000  of 
Population, 
at 

all  ages. 

Deaths  per 
1,000  of 
Total  Deaths 
at 

all  ages. 

1. 

Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

68 

IT 

73-75 

2. 

Pulmonary  Diseases... 

154 

2 -56 

167-02 

3. 

Principal  Tubercular  Diseases 

84 

1*4 

91-10 

DIVISION  II. 

(Infants  under  One  Year). 

Total 

Deaths. 

Deaths 
per  1,000  of 
Births. 

Deaths  per 
1,000  of 
Total  Deaths 
under 

One  Year. 

4. 

Wasting  Diseases 

86 

52-08 

400  0 

0. 

Convulsive  Diseases... 

19 

11-50 

88-37 

The  Zymotic  Rate  in  this  Table  is  calculated  'with  Public  Institutions. 


NOTICE. 

1.  Includes  Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough, 
Typhus,  Enteric  (or  Typhoid),  and  Simple  Continued  Fevers,  and  Diarrhoea. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Tuberculosis,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 

Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 


TABLE  XI. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the 

10  Years  1891  to  1900,  and  in  the  Year  1900. 


50 


57 


TABLE  XII. 

Samples  of  Water  analysed  during  1900,  with  Analyst's  remarks. 


DATE. 

LOCALITY. 

analyst’s  remarks  on  sample. 

Feb.  24 

Spring  at  Roadside  at  top 
end  of  Rubery  Village 

“  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  sample  of  water  is  fit 
for  drinking  purposes.” 

Aug.  27 

Well-water  at  Church 
Schools,  Wythall 

“  This  sample  of  water  is  not  fit  for  drinking 
purposes.  Much  pumping  might  improve 
the  quality  of  the  water.” 

„  27 

W  ell -water  at  Parsonage, 
Wythall  . 

“  This  sample  of  water  is  suspicious.  Much 
pumping  will  probably  improve  the  quality 
of  the  water.” 

Nov.  16 

Well-water  at  83  High 
Street,  King’s  Heath 

“  This  sample  of  water  is  unsatisfactory.  Much 
pumping  will  probably  improve  the  quality 
of  the  water,” 

Dec.  7 

Well-water  at  83  High 
Street,  King’s  Heath 

“  This  sample  of  water  has  not  improved.  It 
should  not  be  used  for  drinking  purposes.” 

„  7 

J 

Well-water  at  Church 
Schools,  Wythall 

“  This  sample  of  water  shows  some  improve¬ 
ment.  Much  water  should  be  pumped  out 
and  a  dear  sample  sent  for  analysis.  In 
its  present  condition  the  water  should  not 
be  used  for  drinking  purposes.” 
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SURVEYOR’S  REPORT  ON  BUILDINGS,  &c. 

Year  Ending  31st  December ,  1900. 


Ward. 

Year. 

No.  of 
Plans. 

Houses. 

Public 

Buildings. 

i 

Factories, 

Workshops, 

Warehouses, 

&c. 

Alterations, 

Additions 

and 

Various. 

Totals. 

Moseley 

1900 

30 

63 

— 

— 

13 

76 

King’s  Heath 

5  •) 

43 

167 

— 

2 

10 

179 

Stirchley 

5  > 

48 

171 

2 

1 

29 

203 

Selly  Oak 

?  5 

63 

240 

1 

o 

23 

266 

Northfield 

5  5 

22 

54 

2 

1 

14 

71 

King’s  Norton 

5  ? 

25 

37 

2 

— 

8 

47 

Beoley 

* 

5 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Totals 

233 

734 

7 

6 

97 

844 

AMBROSE  W.  CROSS,  C.E., 


Engineer  and  Surveyor 
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KING’S  NORTON  AND  NORTHFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT  TO  THE  COUNCIL 

For  the  Year  1900. 


Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Number  of  cases  enquired  into 

223 

Number  of  houses  disinfected 

216 

Houses 

Number  closed  as  unlit  for  habitation 

3 

Number  cleansed  and  limewashed  ... 

244 

Overcrowding 

Number  of  cases  abated 

1 

House  Drains 

Number  laid  or  relaid 

185 

Number  cleansed,  trapped,  or  ventilated  ... 

534 

Number  of  defective  waste  pipes  rectified  ... 

145 

Number  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks,  &c., 

rectified 

16 

Number  of  dumb  wells  rectified 

8 

W ater-closets  ... 

Number  of  additional  w.c.’s  provided 

13 

Number  repaired,  ventilated,  &c. 

194 

Dust  Bins  (portable)  ... 

Number  of  new  provided 

240 

Privies  and  Ashpits  ... 

Number  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits 
provided 

4 

Number  converted  to  w.c.’s  or  slop  closets  ... 

245 

Number  converted  to  pail  closets 

7 

N umber  repaired 

99 

Scavenging 

Number  of  notices  for  removal  of  refuse 
received,  recorded,  and  passed  on  to 
Surveyor’s  department 

2284 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Number  of  observations  taken 

307 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  (Continued). 


Water  Supply 

Number  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired 

10 

Number  of  wells  closed  as  polluted... 

Number  of  houses  newly  supplied  from 

10 

waterworks 

111 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken 

6 

Workshops 

Number  inspected 

14 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

Number  registered 

20 

Canal  Boats  ... 

Number  of  boats  inspected  ... 

93 

Food  and  Drugs  Act... 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

21 

Nuisances  from  keeping 

Number  of  samples  certified  genuine 

21 

of  Animals  ... 
Accumulations  of  offen 

Number  abated 

18 

sive  refuse  ... 

Number  removed 

619 

Complaints 

Number  received  and  attended  to  ... 

246 

Legal  Proceedings 

Number  of  cases  taken 

1 

Number  of  cases  dismissed  ... 

1 

Clerical  Work 

Number  of  letters,  notices  and  reports 

JOHN  HOUGHTON, 

Member  of  the  Sanitary  Institute ; 

Graduate  of  the  Association  of  Municipal  Engineers,  dc.,  dc, 

3372 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


